
WORSHIP GUIDE // JANUARY 3, 2021
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

A GOSPEL COMMUNI TY FOR THE FLOURISHING  OF THE CITY

CALLED BY GOD
Why do we sing?
We sing as a way of 
engaging our voices, 
imaginations, words, 
and desires in the 
worship of God. 

We sing together, 
to God and to each other, 
because of our calling to 
be a people joined 
together in Christ.

I Will Sing    Leslie Jordan and Sandra McCracken (2019)

With my mouth, I will tell of Your faithfulness,
I’ll declare, Lord, Your covenant with my life.

I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever,
I will sing of the Lord’s great love.
I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever,
I will sing, oh I will sing.

Lord You are the glory of all our strength,
Your presence along the way for all our days.

Oh Lord, God Almighty, who is like You?
Oh Lord, God Almighty, none beside You.
Oh Lord, God Almighty, all the earth and sky belong to You.

Of His great love, I will sing...
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What’s with the arrows? 
Throughout the worship 

guide you will notice 
arrows pointing up, down, 

and side-to-side. These 
are a reminder that our 
liturgy is a dialogue–it’s 
relational. God speaks, 

we respond. We extend 
peace to one another. 

God provides sustenance 
to us from his Word and 

at his Table. This morning, 
God invites you into this 

holy “dance”. 

SONG OF PRAISE

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP // Psalm 89:1-2, 8

Leader: I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever;
              with my mouth I will make Your faithfulness known 
              through all generations.
              I will declare that Your love stands firm forever,
              that You have established 
              Your faithfulness in heaven itself. 
All:       Who is like You, Lord God Almighty?
              You, Lord, are mighty, 
              and Your faithfulness surrounds You.

Why a “call to worship”?
Worship is something we 
offer to God every day of 

our lives in everything that 
we do. If we are worship-

ing as we come in the 
church doors, why do we 

have a Call to Worship?  
Implied in the phrase is 

the word “corporate.” 
When we hear the Call to 

(corporate) Worship, we 
are called by God as one 

community to worship 
Him together.

What is unique about 
Sunday is not that we 

worship on that day and 
not others; it is that we 

worship together.

Immortal Invisible  Walter Chalmers Smith, Welsh melody (1867), ch. M. Van Patter

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious,Thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might;
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above
Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

You are holy, You are mighty, You are evermore the same,
You are faithful, never-failing, all the glory to Your name!

To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small;
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all;
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
And wither and perish, but naught changeth Thee. 
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Why do we confess sin?
Worship both draws us to 
God and reveals where 
we are distant from him. 
Throughout Scripture, 
when people see or 
experience God they are 
faced with the reality of 
their own brokenness 
and shame. Likewise, we 
confess our sin, as a com-
munity and individually. 

CLEANSED BY GOD
CONFESSION OF SIN

SONGS OF PRAISE & THANKSGIVING

CELEBRATING GOD

PASSING OF THE PEACE

GIVING OF TITHES & OFFERING

Why is it called “Words of 
Forgiveness?”  There’s a 
reason we don’t call this 
element “The Forgiveness 
of Sins.”  As Protestants, 
we truly believe that there 
is only one mediator 
between God and human-
kind—Jesus Christ (1 Tim 
2:5). Therefore, no pastor 
or priest can offer God’s 
pardon...this is the work of 
Christ alone, given freely 
by and directly from Him!  
Therefore, we are assured 
that as we confess our sins 
and put our faith in Jesus 
Christ, He indeed does 
pardon us. Our pastors 
and leaders in worship 
merely offer this good 
news as it is proclaimed in 
Scripture (see 1 John 1:9).

The ”passing of the 
peace”:  As recipients of 
God’s grace, we gladly 
receive peace from Him. 
In response to His grace, 
we also extend that grace 
to one another with a 
handshake or a hug.
Traditionally, Christians 
have greeted one another 
during this time in the
service with the phrase, 
“May the peace of Christ 
be with you” and receive
back the greeting “And 
also with you.”

Almighty God, 
unto whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid;

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and glorify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord...

** time for silent confession **

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS //  Psalm 107:8-9
Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, 
For his wondrous works to the children of man!
For he satisfies the longing soul,
And the hungry soul he fills with good things.

Jesus Is Alive       
Michael Farren, Tiarne Tranter, Jaywan Maxwell, Jesse Reeves, Niki Shepherd, James Tealy (2012)

There is now a hope that lasts beyond our days,
For the One that once was buried lives again.
Now the tomb is bare and empty and the stone is rolled away,
Praise the Risen One, who overcame the grave!
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What’s the offering all 
about?  The offering is 
a way for Christians to 

support the mission and 
ministry of the church. 

Christians offer a sacrificial 
portion of their resourc-
es–time, talents, posses-

sions–as an act of faith and 
gratitude in response to 

God’s grace. While many 
at Hope Chapel make 

their regular contributions 
through online giving and 
automated bill pay, offer-

ings are a part of our
worship service as an op- 
portunity for the regular, 

proportionate and gener-
ous giving of the resourc-

es God has given us.

If you are a guest, please 
feel no obligation to give. 
Giving is for the members 
and regular attenders who 
desire to give to God and 
His church so that we can 
be a blessing to Him and 

our community in even 
greater ways.  

Ways to give:
You may drop a check or 

cash in the offering plate, 
give online at hopecha-

pelgreensboro.org/give, 
or give through Venmo to 
@HopeChapel (note: con-

tributions made through 
Venmo are not receipted 

for tax purposes).

Responding to grace:
After being reminded 
of God’s lavish grace 

and love toward us, we 
respond by celebrating 

with singing.

His Mercy Is More  Matt Papa, Matt Boswell (2016)

What love could remember no wrongs we have done?
Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum;
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore,
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.

What patience would wait as we constantly roam?
What Father so tender is calling us home?
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor;
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.

What riches of kindness He lavished on us!
His blood was the payment His life was the cost.
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford;
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.

Praise the Lord, His mercy is more!
Stronger than darkness, new every morn’;
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more!

All you broken hearted, all you worn and weak:
Come find living water, everlasting streams.
To the wandering spirit, lost and searching, wanting something more:
Find the Risen King, who overcomes the world.

Let there be dancing in the darkness
And let our song break through the night!
Lift your voice and sing that Christ is King, for Jesus is Alive!

No more condemnation, no more doubt and fear,
For our sin and shame, they have no power here.
In His resurrection, perfect love has set the captives free,
Praise the Risen King who stands in victory!

Hallelujah, death is undone!
Hallelujah, Jesus has won!
Hallelujah, we overcome – in Jesus, oh in Jesus!
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PRAYER OF RENEWAL
SCRIPTURE READING // Exodus 13:1-16

CHANGED BY GOD

1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is 
the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of 
beast, is mine.”

3 Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came 
out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the Lord 
brought you out from this place. No leavened bread shall be eaten. 4 Today, 
in the month of Abib, you are going out. 5 And when the Lord brings you 
into the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites, which he swore to your fathers to give you, a land flowing with milk 
and honey, you shall keep this service in this month. 6 Seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a feast to the Lord. 7 
Unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days; no leavened bread shall be 
seen with you, and no leaven shall be seen with you in all your territory. 8 You 
shall tell your son on that day, ‘It is because of what the Lord did for me when 
I came out of Egypt.’ 9 And it shall be to you as a sign on your hand and as a 
memorial between your eyes, that the law of the Lord may be in your mouth. 
For with a strong hand the Lord has brought you out of Egypt. 10 You shall 
therefore keep this statute at its appointed time from year to year.

11 “When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore 
to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12 you shall set apart to the 
Lord all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are 
males shall be the Lord's. 13 Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with 
a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of 
man among your sons you shall redeem. 14 And when in time to come your 
son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand 
the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15 For when Pha-
raoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. There-
fore I sacrifice to the Lord all the males that first open the womb, but all the 
firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ 16 It shall be as a mark on your hand or frontlets 
between your eyes, for by a strong hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt.”

Daniel is Hope Chapel’s 
associate pastor
for youth, outreach, 
and assimilation. 

This sermon is part of a se-
ries on the Old Testament 
book of Exodus.
For past sermons, please 
visit our website.

What do we do during 
the Scripture Reading?  

Because the Word of God 
is one of the chief means 

through which God has 
chosen to speak to us, it 
is a principle and direct 

way we “hear from God” in 
worship.  The public read-
ing of Scripture, then, is a 

sacred act that deserves 
our full attention and fo-

cus.  Especially in our age, 
we must discipline our-

selves to listen to readings 
for longer periods of time, 
for God’s Word is food for 

our soul.
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COMMUNION
Minister: Is the Father with us?    All: He is.
Minister: Is the Christ among us?    All: He is.
Minister: Is the Spirit here?    All: He is.

Minister: This is our God:   All: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Minister: We are His people:   All: We are redeemed by His grace.

Minister: Let us proclaim the mystery of Faith
All: Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again!
Minister: Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. Hallelujah!
All: Hallelujah!
   ** instituation of elements **

Minister: These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God!

Minister: Let us pray together:
All: Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive
 those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

Sermon-  Daniel Northrup
      Series: Let My People Go
      Title: The Feast of Unleavened Bread
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PRAYERS FOR REFLECTION
Prayer for those searching 
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. 
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life you promise.

Prayer of belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful I ever before be-
lieved, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I 
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering 
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I 
turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord.

Prayer for those struggling with sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and may 
turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. En-
able me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully follow you in life.

Prayer for renewal and commitment
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism, to love God and neigh-
bor, and to a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take 
the necessary steps to be one with your people, to pursue forgiveness, reconcili-
ation, and peace, and to live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

What Is Communion?
What we do during 
communion isn’t merely a 
symbolic act or a remem-
brance—it’s more than that. 
1 Corinthians 10:16-17 
teaches us that we are 
actually communing with 
Christ Himself as we par-
take of the elements.  We 
mysteriously “participate 
in the body and blood” of 
Jesus.  As we take commu-
nion, let us remember that 
Christ is spiritually present 
in a special way for us in 
this sacrament.  Let’s enjoy 
the feast!

If you are not a follower of 
Jesus or are not prepared 
to share in the meal, 
please feel free to not 
participate and instead 
spend this time in prayer 
(“Prayers for Reflection” 
are included in this wor-
ship guide). 

We hope this time is help-
ful to you as you consider 
your relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with his 
people, the church.

PLEASE NOTE: 
All bread is gluten-free.

SENT BY GOD
SENDING SONG
Your Labor Is Not in Vain   Wendell Kimbrough, Paul Zach, Isaac Wardell (2017)

Your labor is not in vain,
though the ground underneath you is cursed and stained;
Your planting and reaping are never the same, 
but your labor is not in vain. 



COMMUNITY LIFE

What is the 
benediction?

Benediction is a word 
with Latin origin (bene = 

“well,” and dicere = “to 
speak”); a benediction 

is a word which “speaks 
wellness/goodness” to 
us, therefore properly 

understood as a bless-
ing.  The benediction 

in worship has ancient 
roots, going back to the 

worship of God’s people 
in the Temple. When we 

utilize the benediction in 
our worship, we connect 

ourselves with an ancient 
practice of God’s people 

and join with them to-
gether in worship of our 

one great God.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Online giving is available on our website:  www.hopechapelgreensboro.org/give
We also accept donations via Venmo: @HopeChapel.

Gifts can be placed in the offering 
plate on Sundays or mailed to:

Hope Chapel
908 N. Josephine Boyd St
Greensboro, NC 27408

Given Last Week:           $19,752
Required to Date          $548,288 
(Jan. 1 - Dec. 27)
Given to Date          $514,501
Over/[Under]          [$33,787]

Goal:  $900,000
Pledged: $461,611
Needed: $383,908
Given to date: $359,803

OPPERATING BUDGET ROOTED FOR RENEWAL 2021

BLESSING & SENDING // Number 6:24-26

Minister: The Lord bless you and keep you;
                 the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 
                 the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.
All:           Amen.
Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:           Thanks be to God.

For I am with you, I am with you. 
I am with you, I am with you 
For I have called you, called you by name 
Your labor is not in vain. 

Your labor is not unknown 
though the rocks they cry out and the sea it may groan. 
The place of your toil may not seem like a home 
but your labor is not unknown. 

The vineyards you plant will bear fruit 
the fields will sing out and rejoice with the truth, 
for all that is old will at last be made new: 
the vineyards you plant will bear fruit.

The houses you labored to build 
will finally with laughter and joy be filled. 
The serpent that hurts and destroys shall be killed 
and all that is broken be healed.


