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CALL TO WORSHIP

We sing as a way of engaging our voices, imaginations, words, and desires in the worship 

of God. We sing together,  to God and to each other, because of our calling to be a people 

joined together in Christ.

Psalm 96:3-4

Created and Called. We believe that God created humans to be in relationship with Him, 

and to worship Him as their Creator. But it's more than that. He is also a loving Father who 

is calling, or inviting His children to come near. God's is both the Creator and the Invitor, 

and we respond to His grace!

PREPARATION

Holy, Holy, Holy    

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,
Who was, and is, and evermore shall be.

Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,
Perfect in power, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea;
Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Reginald Heber (1826), John Dykes (1861)

Leader: Declare God’s glory among the nations,

               His marvelous deeds among all peoples.

All:        For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 

               He is to be feared above all gods.
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I Will Sing     

With my mouth, I will tell of Your faithfulness,
I’ll declare, Lord, Your covenant with my life.

I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever,

I will sing of the Lord’s great love.

I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever,

I will sing, oh I will sing.

Lord You are the glory of all our strength,
Your presence along the way for all our days.

Oh Lord, God Almighty, who is like You?
Oh Lord, God Almighty, none beside You.
Oh Lord, God Almighty, all the earth and sky belong to You.

 Leslie Jordan and Sandra McCracken (2019)

CONFESSION OF SIN

Why do we confess sin? Worship both draws us to God and reveals where we are distant 

from him. Throughout Scripture, when people see or experience God they are faced with the 

reality of their own brokenness and shame.  Likewise, we confess our sin, as a community 

and individually. 

Our Father in heaven:

We confess our unbelief in Your steadfast love.

In love You predestined us, yet we doubt You.

In love You adopted us, yet we question You.

In love You sent Your Son for us,

Yet still we try to earn Your love by our performance.

Forgive our unbelief,

Remind us of Your gift of faith

And help us know the love of Christ

Which surpasses knowledge,

That we might be filled

With all the fullness of God...
** time for silent confession **
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WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

The ”passing of the peace”:  As recipients of God’s grace, we gladly receive peace from 

Him. In response to His grace, we also extend that grace to one another with a handshake 

or a hug. Traditionally, Christians have greeted one another during this time in the ser-

vice with the phrase, “May the peace of Christ be with you” and receive back the greeting 

“And also with you.”

Why is it called “Words of Forgiveness?”  There’s a reason we don’t call this element “The 

Forgiveness of Sins.”  As Protestants, we truly believe that there is only one mediator be-

tween God and humankind—Jesus Christ (1 Tim 2:5). Therefore, no pastor or priest can 

offer God’s pardon...this is the work of Christ alone, given freely by and directly from Him!  

Therefore, we are assured that as we confess our sins and put our faith in Jesus Christ, He 

indeed does pardon us. Our pastors and leaders in worship merely offer this good news as it 

is proclaimed in Scripture (see 1 John 1:9).

Ephesians 2:8-9

PASSING OF THE PEACE
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SONGS OF PRAISE & THANKSGIVING

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own do-
ing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Awake My Soul     

The image of God invisible, the firstborn of all life.
Before and within, He holds it all in;
One name, one faith, one Christ.

No one is good enough to save himself;

Awake my soul tonight to boast nothing else!

I trust no other source or name, nowhere else can I hide
This grace gives me fear, and this grace draws me near;
And all that it asks it provides.

No seam in this garment, all my rags to hide,
No less than your love for Jesus is mine.
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When I stand on the edges of Jordan 
With the saints and the angels beside;
When my body is healed and the glory revealed,
Then still I can boast only Christ!

Sandra McCracken (2002)
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Only a Holy God   

Who else commands all the hosts of heaven?
Who else could make every king bow down?
Who else can whisper and darkness trembles? Only a Holy God.

What other beauty demands such praises?
What other splendour outshines the sun?
What other majesty rules with justice? Only a Holy God.

Come and behold Him, the One and the Only

Cry out, sing holy– forever a Holy God!

Come and worship the Holy God!

What other glory consumes like fire? 
What other power can raise the dead?
What other name remains undefeated? Only a Holy God.

Who else could rescue me from my failing?
Who else would offer His only Son?
Who else invites me to call Him Father? Only a Holy God.

Michael Farren, Jonny Robinson, Dustin Smith, Rich Thompson (2016)

Church, City, World. Corporate prayer is an essential part of the worship and work of 

God’s people. We pray for specific needs– naming and sometimes lamenting the brokenness 

in the world– mindful to ask a powerful and merciful help for the Church, the city, the 

world, and for one another.

The leader will end each section of the prayer by saying “Lord, in Your mercy...” 

and the congregation responds with “...Hear our prayer”.

PRAYER OF RENEWAL
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SCRIPTURE READING

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For 
by it the people of old received their com-
mendation. 3 By faith we understand that the 
universe was created by the word of God, so 
that what is seen was not made out of things 
that are visible.

4 By faith Abel offered to God a more ac-
ceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which 
he was commended as righteous, God com-
mending him by accepting his gifts. And 
through his faith, though he died, he still 
speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so 
that he should not see death, and he was not 
found, because God had taken him. Now 
before he was taken he was commended 
as having pleased God. 6 And without faith 
it is impossible to please him, for whoever 
would draw near to God must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who seek 
him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned by God 
concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent 
fear constructed an ark for the saving of his 
household. By this he condemned the world 
and became an heir of the righteousness that 
comes by faith.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 
called to go out to a place that he was to re-
ceive as an inheritance. And he went out, not 
knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he 
went to live in the land of promise, as in a 
foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and 
Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 

HEBREWS 11 :1 -40

For he was looking forward to the city that 
has foundations, whose designer and build-
er is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received 
power to conceive, even when she was past 
the age, since she considered him faithful 
who had promised. 12 Therefore from one 
man, and him as good as dead, were born de-
scendants as many as the stars of heaven and 
as many as the innumerable grains of sand by 
the seashore.

13 These all died in faith, not having received 
the things promised, but having seen them 
and greeted them from afar, and having ac-
knowledged that they were strangers and 
exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak 
thus make it clear that they are seeking a 
homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of 
that land from which they had gone out, they 
would have had opportunity to return. 16 But 
as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God, for he has prepared 
for them a city.

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, of-
fered up Isaac, and he who had received the 
promises was in the act of offering up his 
only son, 18 of whom it was said, “Through 
Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He 
considered that God was able even to raise 
him from the dead, from which, figuratively 
speaking, he did receive him back. 20 By faith 
Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and 
Esau. 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed 
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SERMON

“LOVING THE PROMISE OF CHRIST”

Andy Koesters serves as Pastor to Churches and Families with Families Alive (familiesalive.

org). He and his family worship with us regularly at Hope Chapel.

This sermon is part of a series in the book of Hebrews , focusing on the supremecy (or au-

thority and power) of Jesus. For past sermons, please visit our website.

each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in wor-
ship over the head of his staff. 22 By faith Jo-
seph, at the end of his life, made mention of 
the exodus of the Israelites and gave direc-
tions concerning his bones.

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was 
hidden for three months by his parents, be-
cause they saw that the child was beautiful, 
and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 
24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, 
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreat-
ed with the people of God than to enjoy the 
fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered 
the reproach of Christ greater wealth than 
the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking 
to the reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not 
being afraid of the anger of the king, for he 
endured as seeing him who is invisible. 28 By 
faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the 
blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn 
might not touch them.

29 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as 
on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they at-
tempted to do the same, were drowned. 30 By 
faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they 
had been encircled for seven days. 31 By faith 
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with 

those who were disobedient, because she had 
given a friendly welcome to the spies.

32 And what more shall I say? For time would 
fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the 
prophets— 33 who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained prom-
ises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched 
the power of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, were made strong out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign armies 
to flight. 35 Women received back their dead 
by resurrection. Some were tortured, re-
fusing to accept release, so that they might 
rise again to a better life. 36 Others suffered 
mocking and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they 
were sawn in two, they were killed with the 
sword. They went about in skins of sheep 
and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38 
of whom the world was not worthy—wan-
dering about in deserts and mountains, and 
in dens and caves of the earth.

39 And all these, though commended through 
their faith, did not receive what was prom-
ised, 40 since God had provided something 
better for us, that apart from us they should 
not be made perfect.



8

What Is Communion?  What we do during communion isn’t merely a symbolic act or a 

remembrance—it’s more than that. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 teaches us that we are actually 

communing with Christ Himself as we partake of the elements.  We mysteriously “partici-

pate in the body and blood” of Jesus.  As we take communion, let us remember that Christ is 

spiritually present in a special way for us in this sacrament.  Let’s enjoy the feast!

If you are not a follower of Jesus or are not prepared to share in the meal, please feel free to 

not participate and instead spend this time in prayer (“Prayers for Reflection” are included 

in this worship guide).  We hope this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship 

with Jesus Christ and with his people, the church. PLEASE NOTE:  All bread is gluten-free.

COMMUNION
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Satisfied      

All my life long I had panted for a drink from some cold spring
That I hoped would quench the burning  of the thirst I felt within.

Feeding on the filth around me ‘til my strength was almost gone. 
Longed my soul for something better, only still to hunger on.

Hallelujah! He has found me, the One my soul so long has craved!

Jesus satisfies all my longings, through His blood I now am saved.

Poor I was and sought for riches;  something that would satisfy.
But the dust I gathered ‘round me only mocked my soul’s sad cry.

Well of water, ever springing, bread of Life, so rich and free.
Untold wealth that never faileth, my Redeemer is to me.

Clara Williams (1875), Karl Digerness (1997)

GIVING OF TITHES & OFFERING

What’s the offering all about?  The offering is a way for Christians to support the mission 

and ministry of the church. Christians offer a sacrificial portion of their resources–time, 

talents, possessions–as an act of faith and gratitude in response to God’s grace. While many 

at Hope Chapel make their regular contributions through online giving and automated bill 

pay, offerings are a part of our worship service as an op- portunity for the regular, propor-

tionate and generous giving of the resources God has given us.

If you are a guest, please feel no obligation to give. Giving is for the members and regular 

attenders who desire to give to God and His church so that we can be a blessing to Him and 

our community in even greater ways.  

Ways to give:

You may drop a check or cash in the offering plate, give online at hopechapelgreensboro.

org/give, or give through Venmo to @HopeChapel (note: contributions made through Ven-

mo are not receipted for tax purposes).
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Minister:  The Lord be with you.   

All:            And also with you.

Minister:  Lift up your hearts!         

All:            We lift them up to the Lord!

Minister:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:	    It is right to give him thanks and praise, 

	    joining our voices with your people on earth 

	    and all the company of heaven, 

	    who forever sing to the glory of your Name.

Minister:  Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith:

All: 	    Dying, you destroyed our death; 

                    rising, you restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Minister:  Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us.

All: 	   Therefore, let us keep the feast.	

	 ** institution of the elements **

Minister:  These are the gifts of God for the people of God.

All: 	   Thanks be to God!

Minister:  Merciful God, pour out your Holy Spirit 

	   on these gifts of bread and wine, that in eating and drinking 

	   we may be made one with Christ and one another. 

All:	   Amen.

Minister:  Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, now and forever.

	   As our Savior taught us, so we pray,

All: 	   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.

	   Your kingdom come, your will be done,

	   on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.

	   Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

	   Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

	   For yours is the kingdom, the power,

	   and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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SENDING SONG
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PRAYER FOR THOSE SEARCHING 

Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim 
is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. 
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

PRAYER OF BELIEF

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful I ever before be-
lieved, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I 
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offer-
ing forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.

PRAYER FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH SIN

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and may 
turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully follow you in 
life. Amen.

PRAYER FOR RENEWAL AND COMMITMENT

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism, to love God and neigh-
bor, and to a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, to pursue forgiveness, rec-
onciliation, and peace, and to live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR RELFECTION

All Must Be Well     

Through the love of God our Savior, all will be well.
Free and changeless is His favor, all is well.
Precious is the blood that healed us, perfect is the grace that sealed us,
Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us, all must be well.
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COMMUNITY LIFE

BLESSING & SENDING

What is the benediction? Benediction is a word with Latin origin (bene = “well,” and dicere 

= “to speak”); a benediction is a word which “speaks wellness/goodness” to us, therefore 

properly understood as a blessing.  The benediction in worship has ancient roots, going 

back to the worship of God’s people in the Temple. When we utilize the benediction in our 

worship, we connect ourselves with an ancient practice of God’s people and join with them 

together in worship of our one great God.

Minister: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 	

	  so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

All: 	  Amen.

Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All: 	  Thanks be to God.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Online giving is available on our website:  www.hopechapelgreensboro.org/give
We also accept donations via Venmo: @HopeChapel.

Gifts can be placed in the offering 
plate on Sundays or mailed to:
Hope Chapel
908 N. Josephine Boyd St
Greensboro, NC 27408

Given Last Week:              $13,067
Required to Date	            $244,628        
     (Jan. 1 - June 6)
Given to Date	            $233,726
Over/[Under]	           [$10,902]

Romans 15:13

Though we pass through tribulation, all will be well.
Ours is such a full salvation, all is well.
Happy still in God confiding, fruitful if in Christ abiding,
Steadfast through the Spirit’s guiding, all must be well.

We expect a bright tomorrow; all will be well.
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, all is well.
On our Father’s love relying, Jesus every need supplying,
Yes in living or in dying, all must be well.

Mary Bowly Peters (1847), Matthew Smith (2007) 
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