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CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 89:1-2, 8

Why a “call to worship”? Worship is something we offer to God every day of our lives in 

everything that we do. If we are worshiping as we come in the church doors, why do we have 

a Call to Worship?  Implied in the phrase is the word “corporate.” When we hear the Call 

to (corporate) Worship, we are called by God as one community to worship Him together.

What is unique about Sunday is not that we worship on that day and not others; it is that 

we worship together.

WELCOME

We’re glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please take a moment 

to fill out a “Connect Card”, available in a seat-back near you or online 

using this QR code. We would love the chance to connect with you and help 

you know more about our community.

Leader: I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever;
              with my mouth I will make your faithfulness 
              known through all generations.
              I will declare that your love stands firm forever,
              that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 
All:        Who is like you, Lord God Almighty?

              You, Lord, are mighty, and your faithfulness surrounds you.

This Is My Father’s World    

This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; His hand the wonders wrought.

This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker’s praise.
This is my Father’s world: He shines in all that’s fair;
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass; He speaks to me everywhere.

This is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world, why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is King, let the heavens ring. God reigns, let the earth be glad.

Maltbie Babcock (1901) traditional English melody
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I Will Sing

With my mouth, I will tell of Your faithfulness,
I’ll declare, Lord, Your covenant with my life.

I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever,

I will sing of the Lord’s great love.

I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever,

I will sing, oh I will sing.

Lord You are the glory of all our strength,
Your presence along the way for all our days.

Oh Lord, God Almighty, who is like You?
Oh Lord, God Almighty, none beside You.
Oh Lord, God Almighty, all the earth and sky belong to You.

Leslie Jordan and Sandra McCracken (2019)

CONFESSION OF SIN

Why do we confess sin? Worship both draws us to God and reveals where we are distant 

from him. Throughout Scripture, when people see or experience God they are faced with the 

reality of their own brokenness and shame.  Likewise, we confess our sin, as a community 

and individually. 

Gracious God:
We affirm that you alone are Good.
But we have sought our good in other things.
We have pursued joy in the creation Rather than in the Creator.
We have not loved what is truly Good.

Forgive our sin, O God.
Forgive us for refusing to believe
That You are Good, and that You do good.
Have mercy upon us,
According to Your goodness, 
According to Your unfailing love.

 ** time for silent confession **
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The ”passing of the peace”:  As recipients of God’s grace, we gladly receive peace from 

Him. In response to His grace, we also extend that grace to one another with a handshake 

or a hug. Traditionally, Christians have greeted one another during this time in the ser-

vice with the phrase, “May the peace of Christ be with you” and receive back the greeting 

“And also with you.”

from Psalm 34

PASSING OF THE PEACE
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SONGS OF PRAISE & THANKSGIVING

Great Things    

Come let us worship our King, come let us bow at His feet;
He has done great things.
See what our Savior has done, see how His love overcomes;
He has done great things, He has done great things.

Oh, hero of Heaven, You conquer the grave,

You free every captive and break every chain,

Oh God, You have done great things!

We dance in Your freedom, awake and alive;

Oh Jesus, our Savior, Your name lifted high.

Oh God, You have done great things!

You’ve been faithful through every storm
You’ll be faithful forevermore, You have done great things.
And I know You will do it again for Your promise is “Yes and Amen”,
You will do great things, God, You do great things!

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

Why is it called “Words of Forgiveness?”  There’s a reason we don’t call this element “The 

Forgiveness of Sins.”  As Protestants, we truly believe that there is only one mediator be-

tween God and humankind—Jesus Christ (1 Tim 2:5). Therefore, no pastor or priest can 

offer God’s pardon...this is the work of Christ alone, given freely by and directly from Him!  

Therefore, we are assured that as we confess our sins and put our faith in Jesus Christ, He 

indeed does pardon us. Our pastors and leaders in worship merely offer this good news as it 

is proclaimed in Scripture (see 1 John 1:9).

Taste and see that the LORD is good;
blessed is the man who takes refuge in him.
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted
and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
The LORD redeems his servants;
no one will be condemned who takes refuge in him.
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GIVING OF TITHES & OFFERING

What’s the offering all about?  The offering is a way for Christians to support the mission 

and ministry of the church. Christians offer a sacrificial portion of their resources–time, 

talents, possessions–as an act of faith and gratitude in response to God’s grace. While many 

at Hope Chapel make their regular contributions through online giving and automated bill 

pay, offerings are a part of our worship service as an op- portunity for the regular, propor-

tionate and generous giving of the resources God has given us.

If you are a guest, please feel no obligation to give. Giving is for the members and regular 

attenders who desire to give to God and His church so that we can be a blessing to Him and 

our community in even greater ways.  

Ways to give: You may drop a check or cash in the offering plate, give 

online at hopechapelgreensboro.org/give, or give through Venmo to @

HopeChapel (note: contributions made through Venmo are not receipted 

for tax purposes).

Hallelujah God, above it all,
Hallelujah God, unshakable,
Hallelujah, You have done great things!

Jonas Myrin, Phil Wickham (2018)

Goodness of God

I love You Lord, oh Your mercy never fails me;
All my days I’ve been held in Your hands.
From the moment that I wake up until I lay my head
I will sing of the goodness of God.

All my life You have been faithful,

All my life You have been so, so good!

With every breath that I am able

I will sing of the goodness of God.

I love Your voice, You have led me through the fire.
In darkest nights, You are close like no other.
I’ve known You as a father, I’ve known You as a friend;
I have lived in the goodness of God.

Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me
Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me
With my life laid down, I’m surrendered now, I give You everything
Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me

Jenn Johnson, Jason Ingram, Ben Fielding, Ed Cash, Brian Johnson (2018)
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What do we do during the Scripture Reading?  Because the Word of God is one of the 

chief means through which God has chosen to speak to us, it is a principle and direct way 

we “hear from God” in worship.  The public reading of Scripture, then, is a sacred act that 

deserves our full attention and focus.  Especially in our age, we must discipline ourselves to 

listen to readings for longer periods of time, for God’s Word is food for our soul.

SCRIPTURE READING

1 And the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of 
his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, 
three men were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the 
tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3 and said, “O Lord, if I 
have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be 
brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5 while I bring 
a morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass 
on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 
6 And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three 
seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7 And Abraham ran to the herd 
and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it 
quickly. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set 
it before them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

9 They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the 
tent.” 10 The Lord said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, 
and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door 
behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way 
of women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, 
“After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13 The Lord 
said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, 
now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I 
will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But 

Genesis  18

Church, City, World. Corporate prayer is an essential part of the worship and work of 

God’s people. We pray for specific needs– naming and sometimes lamenting the brokenness 

in the world– mindful to ask a powerful and merciful help for the Church, the city, the 

world, and for one another.

The leader will end each section of the prayer by saying “Lord, in Your mercy...” 

and the congregation responds with “...Hear our prayer”.

PRAYER OF RENEWAL
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Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but 
you did laugh.”

16 Then the men set out from there, and they looked down toward Sodom. And 
Abraham went with them to set them on their way. 17 The Lord said, “Shall I 
hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18 seeing that Abraham shall surely 
become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be bless-
ed in him? 19 For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his 
household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and 
justice, so that the Lord may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.” 20 
Then the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great 
and their sin is very grave, 21 I will go down to see whether they have done al-
together according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.”

22 So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still 
stood before the Lord. 23 Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed 
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty righteous 
within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the 
fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the 
righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far 
be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26 And the 
Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole 
place for their sake.”

27 Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, 
I who am but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. 
Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy 
it if I find forty-five there.” 29 Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty 
are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30 Then he 
said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found 
there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31 He said, “Behold, 
I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He 
answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “Oh 
let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are 
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 33 And the 
Lord went his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham 
returned to his place.



8

C
H

A
N

G
E

D
 
B

Y
 
G

O
D

COMMUNION LITANY

What Is Communion?  What we do during communion isn’t merely a symbolic act or a 

remembrance—it’s more than that. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 teaches us that we are actually 

communing with Christ Himself as we partake of the elements.  We mysteriously “partici-

pate in the body and blood” of Jesus.  As we take communion, let us remember that Christ is 

spiritually present in a special way for us in this sacrament.  Let’s enjoy the feast!

If you are not a follower of Jesus or are not prepared to share in the meal, please feel free to 

not participate and instead spend this time in prayer (“Prayers for Reflection” are included 

in this worship guide).  We hope this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship 

with Jesus Christ and with his people, the church. PLEASE NOTE:  All bread is gluten-free.

COMMUNION

Todd Jones is Hope Chapel’s founding/lead pastor.

This sermon is part of a series based in the Old Testament called “Fathers of the Faith” , 

focusing on some of the key figures in the Biblical narrative. For past sermons, please visit 

our website.

SERMON

“GOD’S PROMISE OF A SON”

Minister: The Lord be with you.    All: And also with you.

Minister: Lift up your hearts!         All:  We lift them up to the Lord!

Minister:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:	   It is right to give him thanks and praise, 

	   joining our voices with your people on earth 

	   and all the company of heaven, 

	   who forever sing to the glory of your Name.

Minister: Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith:

All: 	  Dying, you destroyed our death; 

	  rising, you restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Minister:  Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us.

All: 	   Therefore, let us keep the feast.	

	 ** institution of the elements **

Minister:  These are the gifts of God for the people of God.

All: 	   Thanks be to God!
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Minister:  Merciful God, pour out your Holy Spirit 

	   on these gifts of bread and wine, that in eating and drinking 

	   we may be made one with Christ and one another.

All: 	  Amen.

Minister: Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, now and forever.

	   As our Savior taught us, so we pray,

All: 	   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.

	   Your kingdom come, your will be done, 

	   on earth as it is in heaven.

                    Give us today our daily bread.

	   Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

	   Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

	   For yours is the kingdom, the power,

	   and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Come, Weary Souls

Come, weary souls, by sin oppressed,
Come and accept the promised rest;
The gospel’s gracious call to obeyt
And cast your gloomy fears away.

Here, mercy’s boundless ocean flows,
To cleanse you guilt and sin;
Pardon, and life, and endless peace;
How rich the gift, how free the grace! 

Oppressed with guilt (a painful load),
O come and spread your woes abroad.
Divine compassion, mighty love,
Will all the painful load remove.

Dear Savior, let thy powerful love
Confirm our faith, our fears remove;
Forgiveness shed through ev’ry breast,
And guide us to eternal rest.

Anne Steele (1760), Karl Digerness (2005)
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PRAYER FOR THOSE SEARCHING 

Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim 
is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. 
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 

PRAYER OF BELIEF

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful I ever before be-
lieved, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I 
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offer-
ing forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.

PRAYER FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH SIN

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and may 
turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully follow you in 
life. Amen.

PRAYER FOR RENEWAL AND COMMITMENT

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism, to love God and neigh-
bor, and to a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, to pursue forgiveness, rec-
onciliation, and peace, and to live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR RELFECTION

O Church Arise   

O church, arise and put your armor on; hear the call of Christ our captain;
For now the weak can say that they are strong in the strength that God has given.
With shield of faith and belt of truth, we’ll stand against the devil’s lies;
An army bold whose battle cry is “Love!”, reaching out to those in darkness.

Our call to war, to love the captive soul, but to rage against the captor;
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole we will fight with faith and valor.
When faced with trials on ev’ry side, we know the outcome is secure,
And Christ will have the prize for which He died— an inheritance of nations.
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COMMUNITY LIFE

BLESSING & SENDING

What is the benediction? Benediction is a word with Latin origin (bene = “well,” and dicere 

= “to speak”); a benediction is a word which “speaks wellness/goodness” to us, therefore 

properly understood as a blessing.  The benediction in worship has ancient roots, going 

back to the worship of God’s people in the Temple. When we utilize the benediction in our 

worship, we connect ourselves with an ancient practice of God’s people and join with them 

together in worship of our one great God.

Minister: The Lord bless you and keep you; 

                 the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

                 the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.

All:           Amen.

Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All:           Thanks be to God.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Online giving is available on our website:  www.hopechapelgreensboro.org/give
We also accept donations via Venmo: @HopeChapel.

Gifts can be placed in the offering 
plate on Sundays or mailed to:
     Hope Chapel
     908 N. Josephine Boyd St
     Greensboro, NC 27408

Given Last Week:                $9,672
Required to Date	            $393,532
     (Jan. 1 - Sept. 12)
Given to Date	            $364,468
Over/[Under]	           [$29,064]

Number 6:24-26

Come, see the cross where love and mercy meet, as the Son of God is stricken;
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, for the Conqueror has risen!
And as the stone is rolled away, and Christ emerges from the grave,
This vict’ry march continues till the day ev’ry eye and heart shall see Him.

So Spirit, come, put strength in ev’ry stride, give grace for ev’ry hurdle,
That we may run with faith to win the prize of a servant good and faithful.
As saints of old still line the way, retelling triumphs of His grace,
We hear their calls and hunger for the day when, with Christ, we stand in glory.

Keith Getty, Stuart Townend (2005)
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