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Almighty God, we pray for your blessing

on the church in this place.

Here may the faithful find salvation,

and the careless be awakened.

Here may the doubting find faith,

and the anxious be encouraged.

Here may the tempted find help,

and the sorrowful find comfort.

Here may the weary find rest,

and the strong be renewed.

Here may the aged find consolation

and the young be inspired;

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

PREPARATION

Great Is Thy Faithfulness    

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see;

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Thomas Chisholm, William Runyan (1923)
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CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 29:1-2

Why a “call to worship”? Worship is something we offer to God every day of our lives in 

everything that we do. If we are worshiping as we come in the church doors, why do we have 

a Call to Worship?  Implied in the phrase is the word “corporate.” When we hear the Call 

to (corporate) Worship, we are called by God as one community to worship Him together.

What is unique about Sunday is not that we worship on that day and not others; it is that 

we worship together.
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WELCOME

We’re glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please take a moment 

to fill out a “Connect Card”, available in a seat-back near you or online 

using this QR code. We would love the chance to connect with you and help 

you know more about our community.

Leader: Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones, 
              ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
All:       Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

               worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness.

Only a Holy God 

Who else commands all the hosts of heaven?
Who else could make every king bow down?
Who else can whisper and darkness trembles? Only a Holy God.

What other beauty demands such praises?
What other splendour outshines the sun?
What other majesty rules with justice? Only a Holy God.

Come and behold Him, the One and the Only

Cry out, sing holy– forever a Holy God!

Come and worship the Holy God!

What other glory consumes like fire? 
What other power can raise the dead?
What other name remains undefeated? Only a Holy God.

Who else could rescue me from my failing?
Who else would offer His only Son?
Who else invites me to call Him Father? Only a Holy God.

Michael Farren, Jonny Robinson, Dustin Smith, Rich Thompson (2016)
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The ”passing of the peace”:  As recipients of God’s grace, we gladly receive peace from 

Him. In response to His grace, we also extend that grace to one another with a handshake 

or a hug. Traditionally, Christians have greeted one another during this time in the ser-

vice with the phrase, “May the peace of Christ be with you” and receive back the greeting 

“And also with you.”

Lamentations 3:22-23

PASSING OF THE PEACE
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WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

Why is it called “Words of Forgiveness?”  There’s a reason we don’t call this element “The 

Forgiveness of Sins.”  As Protestants, we truly believe that there is only one mediator be-

tween God and humankind—Jesus Christ (1 Tim 2:5). Therefore, no pastor or priest can 

offer God’s pardon...this is the work of Christ alone, given freely by and directly from Him!  

Therefore, we are assured that as we confess our sins and put our faith in Jesus Christ, He 

indeed does pardon us. Our pastors and leaders in worship merely offer this good news as it 

is proclaimed in Scripture (see 1 John 1:9).

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; 
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Why do we confess sin? Worship both draws us to God and reveals where we are distant 

from him. Throughout Scripture, when people see or experience God they are faced with the 

reality of their own brokenness and shame.  Likewise, we confess our sin, as a community 

and individually. 

Merciful God:
Your word says that every good gift is from above. 
You are our great Provider;
You give us everything we need.
Yet we confess that we turn these gifts into idols 
That we love, serve and worship above you.

Forgive us for turning your gifts into gods.
Help us to find our contentment and fulfillment in you alone. 
By the power of Christ Jesus we pray...

 ** time for silent confession **
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SONGS OF PRAISE & THANKSGIVING
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GIVING OF TITHES & OFFERING

What’s the offering all about?  The offering is a way for Christians to support the mission 

and ministry of the church. Christians offer a sacrificial portion of their resources–time, 

talents, possessions–as an act of faith and gratitude in response to God’s grace. While many 

at Hope Chapel make their regular contributions through online giving and automated bill 

pay, offerings are a part of our worship service as an op- portunity for the regular, propor-

tionate and generous giving of the resources God has given us.

If you are a guest, please feel no obligation to give. Giving is for the members and regular 

attenders who desire to give to God and His church so that we can be a blessing to Him and 

our community in even greater ways.  

Ways to give: You may drop a check or cash in the offering plate, give 

online at hopechapelgreensboro.org/give, or give through Venmo to @

HopeChapel (note: contributions made through Venmo are not receipted 

for tax purposes).

Flourishing (from Psalm 119)

Teach me, oh God to follow your decrees.
Give me understanding, your word, I want to keep.
Direct me in the path, of your commands,
For there I find delight, my will is in your hands.

Turn my heart away from worthless things,

Preserve my life, according to your ways.

Take away disgrace,

You hold me in my place– flourishing.

Fulfill your promise to the ones you love.
Within your ways we walk, for your laws are good.
Temptation loses pow’r, my soul’s revived;
In righteousness, oh God, preserve my life.

Sandra McCracken (2015)



6

C
H

A
N

G
E

D
 
B

Y
 
G

O
D

What do we do during the Scripture Reading?  Because the Word of God is one of the 

chief means through which God has chosen to speak to us, it is a principle and direct way 

we “hear from God” in worship.  The public reading of Scripture, then, is a sacred act that 

deserves our full attention and focus.  Especially in our age, we must discipline ourselves to 

listen to readings for longer periods of time, for God’s Word is food for our soul.

SCRIPTURE READING

Church, City, World. Corporate prayer is an essential part of the worship and work of 

God’s people. We pray for specific needs– naming and sometimes lamenting the brokenness 

in the world– mindful to ask a powerful and merciful help for the Church, the city, the 

world, and for one another.

The leader will end each section of the prayer by saying “Lord, in Your mercy...” 

and the congregation responds with “...Hear our prayer”.

PRAYER OF RENEWAL

Come and Tear Down the Walls

Every wall I've built up, every wall I've built up.
Cause You deserve every piece of my heart,
Every piece of my heart, every piece of my heart.

Lord, I am trusting that You are a faithful Father

And all that you have, it is good.

You're a generous giver,

Your love's like no other,

Won't you come and break through to me ...

Over and over and over again,
I am bringing my heart to You with open hands.
Closer and closer, You're drawing me in,
As the depths of my heart lay before You again.

Jenny Wahlström, Mark Alan Schoolmeesters (2016)
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1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the 
morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 
son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to 
the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his 
eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay 
here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come 
again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on 
Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both 
of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he 
said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is 
the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself 
the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the 
altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on 
the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took 
the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from 
heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do 
not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you 
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, 
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and of-
fered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name 
of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of 
the Lord it shall be provided.”

15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 
and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this 
and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I 
will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is 
on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and 
in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have 
obeyed my voice.”

Genesis  22 :1 -18
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COMMUNION LITANY

What Is Communion?  What we do during communion isn’t merely a symbolic act or a 

remembrance—it’s more than that. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 teaches us that we are actually 

communing with Christ Himself as we partake of the elements.  We mysteriously “partici-

pate in the body and blood” of Jesus.  As we take communion, let us remember that Christ is 

spiritually present in a special way for us in this sacrament.  Let’s enjoy the feast!

If you are not a follower of Jesus or are not prepared to share in the meal, please feel free to 

not participate and instead spend this time in prayer (“Prayers for Reflection” are included 

in this worship guide).  We hope this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship 

with Jesus Christ and with his people, the church. PLEASE NOTE:  All bread is gluten-free.

COMMUNION

Todd Jones is Hope Chapel’s founding/lead pastor.

This sermon is part of a series based in the Old Testament called “Fathers of the Faith” , 

focusing on some of the key figures in the Biblical narrative. For past sermons, please visit 

our website.

SERMON

“ABRAHAM’S FAITHFULNESS TO GOD”

Minister: The Lord be with you.    

All: And also with you.

Minister: Lift up your hearts!         

All:  We lift them up to the Lord!

Minister:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:	   It is right to give him thanks and praise, 

	   joining our voices with your people on earth 

	   and all the company of heaven, 

	   who forever sing to the glory of your Name.

Minister: Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith:

All: 	  Dying, you destroyed our death; 

	  rising, you restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Minister:  Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us.

All: 	   Therefore, let us keep the feast.	

	 ** institution of the elements **
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Minister:  These are the gifts of God for the people of God.

All: 	   Thanks be to God!

Minister:  Merciful God, pour out your Holy Spirit 

	   on these gifts of bread and wine, that in eating and drinking 

	   we may be made one with Christ and one another.

All: 	  Amen.

Minister: Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, now and forever.

	   As our Savior taught us, so we pray,

All: 	   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.

	   Your kingdom come, your will be done, 

	   on earth as it is in heaven.

                    Give us today our daily bread.

	   Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

	   Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

	   For yours is the kingdom, the power,

	   and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

He Is Given

Here is the fire and the wood, but where is the sacrifice?
Here in the place of our sin, He will Himself provide.
He is given! He is given.

Here is the King of the Jews, but where is His crown of light?
Here for the debt of our sin, how they have pierced His side.
He is stricken! He is stricken.

Here is the stone from the tomb, but where does His body lie?
Here He has conquered our sin, and has gone up on high.
He is risen! He is risen! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Isaac Wardell (2010)
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PRAYER FOR THOSE SEARCHING 

Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim 
is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. 
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 

PRAYER OF BELIEF

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful I ever before be-
lieved, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I 
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offer-
ing forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.

PRAYER FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH SIN

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and may 
turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully follow you in 
life. Amen.

PRAYER FOR RENEWAL AND COMMITMENT

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism, to love God and neigh-
bor, and to a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, to pursue forgiveness, rec-
onciliation, and peace, and to live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR RELFECTION

All Must Be Well

Through the love of God our Savior, all will be well.
Free and changeless is His favor, all is well.
Precious is the blood that healed us, perfect is the grace that sealed us,
Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us, all must be well.
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COMMUNITY LIFE

BLESSING & SENDING

What is the benediction? Benediction is a word with Latin origin (bene = “well,” and dicere 

= “to speak”); a benediction is a word which “speaks wellness/goodness” to us, therefore 

properly understood as a blessing.  The benediction in worship has ancient roots, going 

back to the worship of God’s people in the Temple. When we utilize the benediction in our 

worship, we connect ourselves with an ancient practice of God’s people and join with them 

together in worship of our one great God.

Minister: The Lord bless you and keep you; 

                 the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

                 the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.

All:           Amen.

Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All:           Thanks be to God.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Online giving is available on our website:  www.hopechapelgreensboro.org/give
We also accept donations via Venmo: @HopeChapel.

Gifts can be placed in the offering 
plate on Sundays or mailed to:
     Hope Chapel
     908 N. Josephine Boyd St
     Greensboro, NC 27408

Given Last Week:              $14,550
Required to Date	            $404,168       
     (Jan. 1 - Sept. 19)
Given to Date	            $379,019
Over/[Under]	           [$25,149]

Number 6:24-26

Though we pass through tribulation, all will be well.
Ours is such a full salvation, all is well.
Happy still in God confiding, fruitful if in Christ abiding,
Steadfast through the Spirit’s guiding, all must be well.

We expect a bright tomorrow; all will be well.
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, all is well.
On our Father’s love relying, Jesus every need supplying,
Yes in living or in dying, all must be well.

Mary Bowly Peters (1847), Matthew Smith (2007) 
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CONTACT

Want to connect with others?
hopechapelgreensboro.org/community
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