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WELCOME

We’re glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please take a moment 

to fill out a “Connect Card”, available in a seat-back near you or online 

using this QR code. We would love the chance to connect with you and help 

you know more about our community.

WHAT IS  LITURGY?

Every worship service has a liturgy; it’s simply the way and order in which a 
community worships. “The Greek word “leitourgia” means a public work, the 
work of the people. And that’s what liturgy is—the action of God’s gathered 
people, but only in response to his prior action of sending Jesus Christ for our 
salvation.

The liturgy itself is a retelling of the Gospel story. It begins with God’s call upon 
us, his meeting with us, speaking among us, and ministering to us. We remem-
ber and confess our sinfulness, and celebrate God’s forgiveness and complete 
acceptance of us. We are fed from the Scriptures and Sacraments and are sent 
out to love and serve the Lord in the world.

Liturgy reminds us that worship is not only individual, but an action of a com-
munity. Proper liturgy deliberately evokes our corporate response, gives voice 
to our common celebration and lament, and engages us together in dialogue 
with our Creator and Savior. Mark Earey writes that liturgy “goes beyond the 
personal encounter with God (without denying it) to the corporate drama of 
being the people of God.”

Liturgy is the church at prayer, serving as a priestly people, interceding on be-
half of the whole church and world, and being sent out together on God’s mis-
sion. In all of this, liturgy draws us into the enacted story of salvation.

adapted from City Church Philadelphia
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CALL TO WORSHIP

from Psalm 147

Why a “call to worship”? Worship is something we offer to God every day of our lives in 

everything that we do. If we are worshiping as we come in the church doors, why do we have 

a Call to Worship?  Implied in the phrase is the word “corporate.” When we hear the Call 

to (corporate) Worship, we are called by God as one community to worship Him together.

What is unique about Sunday is not that we worship on that day and not others; it is that 

we worship together.
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Great Are You, Lord    

You give life, You are love, 
You bring light to the darkness.
You give hope, You restore every heart that is broken. 
Great are You, Lord!

It’s Your breath in our lungs,

So we pour out our praise, pour out our praise.

It’s Your breath in our lungs,

So we pour out our praise to You only.

All the earth will shout Your praise,
Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing, 
Great are You, Lord!

Leslie Jordan, David Leonard (2013)

Leader: Praise the Lord! It is good to sing praises to our God
All:       For he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.

Leader: The Lord builds up his people; he gathers them together out of exile.
All:        He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.

Leader: The Lord determines the number of the stars 
              and calls them each by name.
All:        Great is our Lord and mighty in power;

               his understanding has no limit.

Leader: Let us sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; 
              make music to our God with instruments and voices. 
All:        For he delights in those who fear him,

               who put their hope in his unfailing love.
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The ”passing of the peace”:  As recipients of God’s grace, we gladly receive peace from 

Him. In response to His grace, we also extend that grace to one another with a handshake 

or a hug. Traditionally, Christians have greeted one another during this time in the ser-

vice with the phrase, “May the peace of Christ be with you” and receive back the greeting 

“And also with you.”

Ephesians 2:4-5

PASSING OF THE PEACE
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WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

Why is it called “Words of Forgiveness?”  There’s a reason we don’t call this element “The 

Forgiveness of Sins.”  As Protestants, we truly believe that there is only one mediator be-

tween God and humankind—Jesus Christ (1 Tim 2:5). Therefore, no pastor or priest can 

offer God’s pardon...this is the work of Christ alone, given freely by and directly from Him!  

Therefore, we are assured that as we confess our sins and put our faith in Jesus Christ, He 

indeed does pardon us. Our pastors and leaders in worship merely offer this good news as it 

is proclaimed in Scripture (see 1 John 1:9).

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—
by grace you have been saved.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Why do we confess sin? Worship both draws us to God and reveals where we are distant 

from him. Throughout Scripture, when people see or experience God they are faced with the 

reality of their own brokenness and shame.  Likewise, we confess our sin, as a community 

and individually. 

Lord God, forgive us.
     Lost in ourselves, we dwell endlessly
     on yesterday’s embarrassment, anger and grief.
Lord God, forgive us.
     Lost in our domain, it is hard to see
     beyond yesterday’s fighting, suspicion and fear.
Lord God, forgive us.
     Lost in our fantasy, it is tempting to live in yesterday’s illusions.
Lord God, forgive us.
     Fill us with the security found in Jesus Christ,
     that we might be lost in the wonder and sanity of your hope.
Lord God, have mercy on us, according to your loving-kindness... 

** time for silent confession **
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SONGS OF PRAISE & THANKSGIVING
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GIVING OF TITHES & OFFERING

What’s the offering all about?  The offering is a way for Christians to support the mission 

and ministry of the church. Christians offer a sacrificial portion of their resources–time, 

talents, possessions–as an act of faith and gratitude in response to God’s grace. While many 

at Hope Chapel make their regular contributions through online giving and automated bill 

pay, offerings are a part of our worship service as an op- portunity for the regular, propor-

tionate and generous giving of the resources God has given us.

If you are a guest, please feel no obligation to give. Giving is for the members and regular 

attenders who desire to give to God and His church so that we can be a blessing to Him and 

our community in even greater ways.  

Ways to give: You may drop a check or cash in the offering plate, give 

online at hopechapelgreensboro.org/give, or give through Venmo to @

HopeChapel (note: contributions made through Venmo are not receipted 

for tax purposes).

Jesus, Priceless Treasure

Jesus, priceless treasure, source of purest pleasure, friend most sure and true: 
Long my heart was burning, 
Fainting much and yearning, thirsting, Lord, for You. 
Yours I am, O spotless Lamb, 
So will I let nothing hide You, seek no joy beside You! 

Let Your arms enfold me: take me in and hold me – keep me ever near. 
Though the earth be shaking, 
Every heart is quaking, Jesus calms my fear. 
Fire may flash and thunder crash; 
But, though sin and death assail me, Jesus will not fail me. 

In our times of sadness, then the Lord of gladness, Jesus, enters in; 
Though the clouds will gather, 
Those who love the Savior can have peace within. 
Though we bear much sorrow here, 
Still in You lies purest pleasure, Jesus, priceless treasure! 

Gone, all worldly treasure! Jesus is my pleasure, Jesus is my choice. 
Gone, all empty glory!  Jesus is my story; O, my soul, rejoice!
Pain or loss or shame or cross 
Shall not from my Savior move me, since He chose to love me. 

Johann Franck (1653), trans by Catherine. Winkworth (1863)

			     music & add. lyrics by Michael Van Patter (2018)
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Church, City, World. Corporate prayer is an essential part of the worship and work of 

God’s people. We pray for specific needs– naming and sometimes lamenting the brokenness 

in the world– mindful to ask a powerful and merciful help for the Church, the city, the 

world, and for one another.

The leader will end each section of the prayer by saying “Lord, in Your mercy...” 

and the congregation responds with “...Hear our prayer”.

PRAYER OF RENEWAL

All Things Rise

God, how beautiful Your Holy Word
That formed the worlds in such goodness.
O, the shame that we would spurn it all, 
To turn and fall into darkness.

God, we’ll sing how through Your Son You turned
This loss and hurt into glory.
How, when scorned in death You raised Him up,
His gain’s become the whole world’s story.

Let all things rise and bless Your name! 

All things made right and new again.

O Lord our God, Your goodness

Is free and boundless, is reaching endless through it all.

And on this road with every step we take, 
Your faithfulness is our portion.
You’ve prepared a city bright and fair, 
Whose gates forever stay open.

Son of God, in You we’ve taken up 
The way of love’s occupation.
O, the joy to share in Your reward, 
The stunning turn of new creation.

Sam Yoder (2015)
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What do we do during the Scripture Reading?  Because the Word of God is one of the 

chief means through which God has chosen to speak to us, it is a principle and direct way 

we “hear from God” in worship.  The public reading of Scripture, then, is a sacred act that 

deserves our full attention and focus.  Especially in our age, we must discipline ourselves to 

listen to readings for longer periods of time, for God’s Word is food for our soul.

SCRIPTURE READING

19 These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham fathered Isaac, 
20 and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel 
the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife. 21 
And Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren. And the Lord 
granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22 The children struggled 
together within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this happening to me?” So 
she went to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her,

“Two nations are in your womb,
    and two peoples from within you shall be divided;
the one shall be stronger than the other,
    the older shall serve the younger.”

24 When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her 
womb. 25 The first came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they called 
his name Esau. 26 Afterward his brother came out with his hand holding Esau’s 
heel, so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.

27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while 
Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his 
game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

29 Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was 
exhausted. 30 And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stew, for I am 
exhausted!” (Therefore his name was called Edom.) 31 Jacob said, “Sell me your 
birthright now.” 32 Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to 
me?” 33 Jacob said, “Swear to me now.” So he swore to him and sold his birth-
right to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and 
drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

Genesis  25 :19-34
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COMMUNION LITANY

What Is Communion?  What we do during communion isn’t merely a symbolic act or a 

remembrance—it’s more than that. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 teaches us that we are actually 

communing with Christ Himself as we partake of the elements.  We mysteriously “partici-

pate in the body and blood” of Jesus.  As we take communion, let us remember that Christ is 

spiritually present in a special way for us in this sacrament.  Let’s enjoy the feast!

If you are not a follower of Jesus or are not prepared to share in the meal, please feel free to 

not participate and instead spend this time in prayer (“Prayers for Reflection” are included 

in this worship guide).  We hope this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship 

with Jesus Christ and with his people, the church. PLEASE NOTE:  All bread is gluten-free.

COMMUNION

Todd Jones is Hope Chapel’s founding/lead pastor.

This sermon is part of a series based in the Old Testament called “Fathers of the Faith” , 

focusing on some of the key figures in the Biblical narrative. For past sermons, please visit 

our website.

SERMON

“JACOB STEALS THE PROMISE”

Minister: The Lord be with you.    

All: And also with you.

Minister: Lift up your hearts!         

All:  We lift them up to the Lord!

Minister:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:	   It is right to give him thanks and praise, 

	   joining our voices with your people on earth 

	   and all the company of heaven, 

	   who forever sing to the glory of your Name.

Minister: Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith:

All: 	  Dying, you destroyed our death; 

	  rising, you restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Minister:  Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us.

All: 	   Therefore, let us keep the feast.	

	 ** institution of the elements **
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Minister:  These are the gifts of God for the people of God.

All: 	   Thanks be to God!

Minister:  Merciful God, pour out your Holy Spirit 

	   on these gifts of bread and wine, that in eating and drinking 

	   we may be made one with Christ and one another.

All: 	  Amen.

Minister: Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, now and forever.

	   As our Savior taught us, so we pray,

All: 	   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.

	   Your kingdom come, your will be done, 

	   on earth as it is in heaven.

                    Give us today our daily bread.

	   Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

	   Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

	   For yours is the kingdom, the power,

	   and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Before the Throne of God Above

Before the throne of God above I have a strong, a perfect plea,
A great High Priest whose name is Love, who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on His hands, my name is written on His heart;
I know that while in heaven He stands, no tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair, and tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look and see Him there, who made an end to all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free;
For God, the Just, is satisfied to look on Him and pardon me,

Behold Him there the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless Righteousness,
The great unchangeable I Am, the King of glory and of grace.
One with Himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased with His blood;
My life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ, my Savior and my God!

Charitie Lees Bancroft (1863), Vikki Cook (1997)
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SENDING SONG
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PRAYER FOR THOSE SEARCHING 

Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim 
is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. 
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 

PRAYER OF BELIEF

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful I ever before be-
lieved, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I 
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offer-
ing forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.

PRAYER FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH SIN

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and may 
turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully follow you in 
life. Amen.

PRAYER FOR RENEWAL AND COMMITMENT

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism, to love God and neigh-
bor, and to a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, to pursue forgiveness, rec-
onciliation, and peace, and to live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR RELFECTION

Let Your Kingdom Come

Your glorious cause, O God, engages our hearts.
May Jesus Christ be known wherever we are.
We ask not for ourselves, but for Your renown.
The cross has saved us so we pray Your kingdom come…
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COMMUNITY LIFE

BLESSING & SENDING

What is the benediction? Benediction is a word with Latin origin (bene = “well,” and dicere 

= “to speak”); a benediction is a word which “speaks wellness/goodness” to us, therefore 

properly understood as a blessing.  The benediction in worship has ancient roots, going 

back to the worship of God’s people in the Temple. When we utilize the benediction in our 

worship, we connect ourselves with an ancient practice of God’s people and join with them 

together in worship of our one great God.

Minister: The Lord bless you and keep you; 

                 the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

                 the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.

All:           Amen.

Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All:           Thanks be to God.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Online giving is available on our website:  www.hopechapelgreensboro.org/give
We also accept donations via Venmo: @HopeChapel.

Gifts can be placed in the offering 
plate on Sundays or mailed to:
     Hope Chapel
     908 N. Josephine Boyd St
     Greensboro, NC 27408

Given Last Week:                $6,300
Required to Date	            $414,804
     (Jan. 1 - Sept. 26)
Given to Date	            $385,319
Over/[Under]	           [$29,485]

Number 6:24-26

Let Your kingdom come, let Your will be done,

So that everyone might know Your name.

Let Your song be heard everywhere on earth,

Till Your sovereign work on earth is done; let Your kingdom come!

Give us Your strength, O God, and courage to speak.
Perform Your wondrous deeds through those who are weak.
Lord, use us as You want, whatever the test.
By grace we’ll preach Your gospel till our dying breath.

Bob Kauflin (2006)
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CONTACT

Want to connect with others?
hopechapelgreensboro.org/community

Visiting with us?
hopechapelgreensboro.org/i’m-new


