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GATHERING SONG
We sing as a way of engaging our voices, imaginations, words, and desires in the worship 

of God. We sing together,  to God and to each other, because of our calling to be a people 

joined together in Christ.

To all who are weary and need rest;

To all who mourn and long for comfort;

To all who feel worthless and wonder if God cares;

To all who fail and desire strength;

To all who sin and need a Savior —

This church opens wide her doors with a welcome from Jesus Christ,

the ally of his enemies, the defender of the guilty,

the justifier of the inexcusable, the friend of sinners.

Welcome!

PREPARATION

WELCOME
We’re glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please take a moment 

to fill out a “Connect Card”, available in a seat-back near you or online 

using this QR code. We would love the chance to connect with you and help 

you know more about our community.
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This Is My Father’s World    

This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; His hand the wonders wrought.

This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker’s praise.
This is my Father’s world: He shines in all that’s fair;
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass; He speaks to me everywhere.

This is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world, why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is King, let the heavens ring. God reigns, let the earth be glad.

Maltbie Babcock (1901) traditional English melody
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CALL TO WORSHIP

from Exodus 15

Created and Called. We believe that God created humans to be in relationship with Him, 

and to worship Him as their Creator. But it's more than that. He is also a loving Father who 

is calling, or inviting His children to come near. God's is both the Creator and the Invitor, 

and we respond to His grace!

Leader: I will sing to the LORD ,
              for he is highly exalted.
All:       The LORD is my strength and my song;

               he has become my salvation.

Leader: He is my God, and I will praise him,
              my father’s God, and I will exalt him.
All: I will sing to the LORD,

               for he is highly exalted.

               Sing to the LORD, all the earth;

               proclaim his salvation day after day.

               Declare his glory among the nations,

               his marvelous deeds among all peoples.
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Our Great God

Eternal God, unchanging, mysterious, and unknown,
Your boundless love, unfailing in grace and mercy shown.
Bright seraphim in endless flight around Your glorious throne;
They raise their voices day and night in praise to You alone.

Lord, we are weak and frail, helpless in the storm.
Surround us with Your angels, hold us in Your arms.
Our cold and ruthless enemy, His pleasure is our harm.
Rise up, O Lord, and he will flee before our sovereign God.

Halleluiah! Glory be to our great God!

Halleluiah! Glory be to our great God!

Let every creature in the sea and every flying bird,
Let every mountain, every field, and valley of the earth
Let all the moons and all the stars in all the universe
Sing praises to the living God, Who rules them by His Word.

Fernando Ortega and Mac Powell (2002)
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What is lament? The author Dan Allender says lament “is to cry out to God with our doubts, 

our incriminations of him and others, to bring a complaint against Him” and goes on to say 

that lament is “the context for surrender... it is inconceivable to surrender to God unless there 

is a prior, declaired war against him... sanctification is a lifetime process of surrendering 

as more and more intense conflicts with God and others expose and dissolve our urgent 

preoccupation with the self. Lament is the battle cry against God that paradoxically voices a 

heart of desire and ironic faith in his goodness.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN
Why do we confess sin? Worship both draws us to God and reveals where we are distant 

from him. Throughout Scripture, when people see or experience God they are faced with the 

reality of their own brokenness and shame.  Likewise, we confess our sin, as a community 

and individually. 

Father, we come to you this morning
as people who need to be redeemed.
We need to be made whole.
We confess that we need You to heal us for we cannot heal ourselves.

Please forgive our wandering hearts.
We run after acceptance, prestige, wealth,
order, pleasure and novelty in a desperate effort to heal our hearts. 
None of these can redeem us, none of these can make us whole.
Yet we are slow to learn.

Please forgive our faithless hearts.
We have looked for redemption everywhere but in your arms. 
We haven’t looked there because we doubt your love for us. 

Now, Father, accept our confession and receive us gladly.
We ask this not upon our deserving it,
or even the honesty of our confession, but for the sake of Jesus. 
You rejected Him, the innocent, in order to embrace us, the guilty.

** time for silent confession **

SONG OF LAMENT
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The ”passing of the peace”:  As recipients of God’s grace, we gladly receive peace from 

Him. In response to His grace, we also extend that grace to one another with a handshake 

or a hug. Traditionally, Christians have greeted one another during this time in the ser-

vice with the phrase, “May the peace of Christ be with you” and receive back the greeting 

“And also with you.”

PASSING OF THE PEACE

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
Why is it called “Words of Forgiveness?”  There’s a reason we don’t call this element “The 

Forgiveness of Sins.”  As Protestants, we truly believe that there is only one mediator be-

tween God and humankind—Jesus Christ (1 Tim 2:5). Therefore, no pastor or priest can 

offer God’s pardon...this is the work of Christ alone, given freely by and directly from Him!  

Therefore, we are assured that as we confess our sins and put our faith in Jesus Christ, He 

indeed does pardon us. Our pastors and leaders in worship merely offer this good news as 

it is proclaimed in Scripture (see 1 John 1:9).

1 Peter 2:24

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.

How Long?

How long? Will You turn Your face away?
How long? Do You hear us when we pray?
On and on, still we walk this pilgrim way - How long?

How long ‘til Your children find their rest?
How long ‘til You draw them to Your breast?
We go on holding to Your promises - How long?

‘Til You wipe away the tears from ev’ry eye
‘Til we see our home descending from the sky
Do we wait in vain? Jesus, give us hope again!

How long ‘til Your word will still the storm?
How long ‘til You bare Your mighty arm?
How we groan ‘til You snatch us from the thorns - How long?

How long? Sweet the dawn that ends the race.
How long? Weak our hearts but strong our legs.
Looking on - great that cloud of witnesses! How long?

Isaac Wardell (2016)
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SONGS OF PRAISE & THANKSGIVING

Responding to grace: After being reminded of God’s lavish grace and love toward us, we 

respond by celebrating with singing.
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GIVING OF TITHES & OFFERING
What’s the offering all about?  The offering is a way for Christians to support the mission 

and ministry of the church. Christians offer a sacrificial portion of their resources–time, 

talents, possessions–as an act of faith and gratitude in response to God’s grace. While many 

at Hope Chapel make their regular contributions through online giving and automated bill 

pay, offerings are a part of our worship service as an op- portunity for the regular, propor-

tionate and generous giving of the resources God has given us.

If you are a guest, please feel no obligation to give. Giving is for the members and regular 

attenders who desire to give to God and His church so that we can be a blessing to Him and 

our community in even greater ways.  

Ways to give: You may drop a check or cash in the offering plate, give 

online at hopechapelgreensboro.org/give, or give through Venmo to @

HopeChapel (note: contributions made through Venmo are not receipted 

for tax purposes).

Flourishing (from Psalm 119)

Teach me, oh God to follow your decrees.
Give me understanding, your word, I want to keep.
Direct me in the path, of your commands,
For there I find delight, my will is in your hands.

Turn my heart away from worthless things,

Preserve my life, according to your ways.

Take away disgrace,

You hold me in my place– flourishing.

Fulfill your promise to the ones you love.
Within your ways we walk, for your laws are good.
Temptation loses pow’r, my soul’s revived;
In righteousness, oh God, preserve my life.

Sandra McCracken (2015)
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The Goodness of Jesus   

Come, you weary heart now to Jesus.
Come, you anxious soul now and see.
There is perfect love and comfort in your tears,
Rest here in His wondrous peace.

Oh, the goodness, the goodness of Jesus.

Satisfied, He is all that I need.

May it be, come what may, that I rest all my days

In the goodness of Jesus.

Come find what this world cannot offer,
Come and find your joy here complete.
Taste the living water, never thirst again,
Rest here in His wondrous peace.

Come and find your hope now in Jesus,
He is all he said he would be.
Grace is overflowing from the Savior’s heart,
Rest here in His wondrous peace.

Rich Thompson, Jaywan Maxwell, Jonny Robinson, 

                                                          Harrison Druery, Fiona Aghajanian and Michael Farren (2018)



What do we do during the Scripture Reading?  Because the Word of God is one of the chief 

means through which God has chosen to speak to us, it is a principle and direct way we “hear 

from God” in worship.  The public reading of Scripture, then, is a sacred act that deserves 

our full attention and focus.  Especially in our age, we must discipline ourselves to listen to 

readings for longer periods of time, for God’s Word is food for our soul.

SCRIPTURE READING
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MARK 5:1-20
1They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 2 And 
when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the 
tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 3 He lived among the tombs. And no one 
could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for he had often been bound 
with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the 
shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day 
among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting 
himself with stones. 6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down 
before him. 7 And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do 
with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment 
me.” 8 For he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 9 
And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, 
for we are many.” 10 And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the 
country. 11 Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 12 and 
they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” 13 So he gave 
them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and 
the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the 
sea and drowned in the sea.

Church, City, World. Corporate prayer is an essential part of the worship and work of 

God’s people. We pray for specific needs– naming and sometimes lamenting the brokenness 

in the world– mindful to ask a powerful and merciful help for the Church, the city, the 

world, and for one another.

The leader will end each section of the prayer by saying “Lord, in Your mercy...” 

and the congregation responds with “...Hear our prayer”.

PRAYER OF RENEWAL
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Todd Jones is Hope Chapel’s founding/lead pastor.  This sermon is part of a series called 

“Mark in Reverse”, where we are studying the Gospel of Mark beginning at the resurrection 

and moving backward. For past sermons, please visit our website. For past sermons, please 

visit our website.
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SERMON
“JESUS HEALS THE DEMON POSSESSED”

14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came 
to see what it was that had happened. 15 And they came to Jesus and saw the de-
mon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and 
in his right mind, and they were afraid. 16 And those who had seen it described 
to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 
And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. 18 As he was getting 
into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that 
he might be with him. 19 And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home 
to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how 
he has had mercy on you.” 20 And he went away and began to proclaim in the 
Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled.
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What Is Communion?  What we do during communion isn’t merely a symbolic act or a 

remembrance—it’s more than that. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 teaches us that we are actually 

communing with Christ Himself as we partake of the elements.  We mysteriously “partici-

pate in the body and blood” of Jesus.  As we take communion, let us remember that Christ is 

spiritually present in a special way for us in this sacrament.  Let’s enjoy the feast!

If you are not a follower of Jesus or are not prepared to share in the meal, please feel free to 

not participate and instead spend this time in prayer (“Prayers for Reflection” are included 

in this worship guide).  We hope this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship 

with Jesus Christ and with his people, the church. PLEASE NOTE:  All bread is gluten-free.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION LITANY
Minister:   The Lord be with you.    
All:     And also with you.

Minister:   Lift up your hearts!         
All:     We lift them up to the Lord!

Minister:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:    It is right to give Him thanks and praise, 

    joining our voices with Your people on earth 

    and all the company of heaven, 

    who forever sing to the glory of Your Name.

Minister:  Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith:
All:    Dying, You destroyed our death; 

   rising, You restored our life.

   Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Minister:   Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us.
All:     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

 ** institution of the elements **

Minister:   These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
All:     Thanks be to God!
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PRAYER FOR THOSE SEARCHING 
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim 
is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. 
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 

PRAYER OF BELIEF
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful I ever before be-
lieved, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I 
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offer-
ing forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.

PRAYER FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH SIN
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and may 
turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully follow you in 
life. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR RELFECTION

Minister:   Merciful God, pour out Your Holy Spirit 
    on these gifts of bread and wine, that in eating and drinking 
    we may be made one with Christ and one another.
All:    Amen.

Minister:   Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, now and forever.
    As our Savior taught us, so we pray,
All:     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.

    Your kingdom come, Your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven.

    Give us today our daily bread.

    Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

    Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

    For Yours is the kingdom, the power,

    and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



SENDING SONG
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PRAYER FOR RENEWAL AND COMMITMENT
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism, to love God and neigh-
bor, and to a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, to pursue forgiveness, rec-
onciliation, and peace, and to live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

You Are the Living Word

Bread of life sent down from glory,
Many things you were on earth;
A Holy King, a carpenter,
But you are the Living Word.

Awesome ruler, gentle Redeemer,
God with us, the Living Truth,
And what a friend we have in you;
You are the Living Word.

Jesus, Jesus! That’s what we call you.
Manger born, but on a tree
You died to save humanity,
You are the Living Word.

Fred Hammond, Noel Hall (2000)

Seeds of the Kingdom

Jesus scatters the seeds of His Kingdom; 
Far and wide, He announces new birth: 
“I, the Lord of Creation, am making new 
every inch of the groaning earth!” 

Like the smallest of seeds in the winter 
is the Kingdom of God as its sown; 
But the powers of hell shall against it fail 
when the Kingdom of God is grown. 
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COMMUNITY LIFE

BLESSING & SENDING
What is the benediction? Benediction is a word with Latin origin (bene = “well,” and dicere 

= “to speak”); a benediction is a word which “speaks wellness/goodness” to us, therefore 

properly understood as a blessing.  The benediction in worship has ancient roots, going 

back to the worship of God’s people in the Temple. When we utilize the benediction in our 

worship, we connect ourselves with an ancient practice of God’s people and join with them 

together in worship of our one great God.

Minister: Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace 
 at all times in every way. The Lord be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God.

2 Thessalonians 3:16

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Online giving is available on our website:  www.hopechapelgreensboro.org/give
We also accept donations via Venmo: @HopeChapel.

Gifts can be placed in the offering 
plate on Sundays or mailed to:
     Hope Chapel
     908 N. Josephine Boyd St
     Greensboro, NC 27408

Given Last Week:              $16,818
Required to Date            $117,000       
     (Jan. 1 - March 6)
Given to Date            $103,976
Over/[Under]           [$13,024]
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Though we wait for the Lord of the harvest, 

and we long for our King to appear, 

Even now in our hearts, by the Spirit’s pow’r, 

the Kingdom of God is near! 

He has planted the seeds of His Kingdom 
in the hearts of the poor and the weak. 
He declares to the captives, “I bring good news: 
You shall be mighty oaks of strength!” 

Through the city of God flows a river: 
from the throne of the Lamb waters pour. 
And behold, on the banks grows the Tree of Life, 
Where the nations are healed and restored!

Wendell Kimbrough (2017)
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CONTACT

Want to connect with others?
hopechapelgreensboro.org/community

Visiting with us?
hopechapelgreensboro.org/i’m-new


