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Ordinary Time
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Preparation

We sing as a way of engaging our voices, imaginations, words, and desires in the 
worship of God. We sing together,  to God and to each other, because of our calling 
to be a people joined together in Christ.

Welcome
We’re glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please take a mo-
ment to fill out a “Connect Card”, available in a seat-back near you 
or online using this QR code. We would love the chance to connect 
with you and help you know more about our community.
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Gathering Song

O God, by your power may we, with all the saints,
comprehend the breadth and length and height and depth
of the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
so that we may be filled with your fullness. Amen.
					     —based on Ephesians 3:18-19

How Firm a Foundation   
How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed,
for I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

When through the deep waters I call you to go,
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
for I will be with you, your troubles to bless,
and sanctify to you your deepest distress.

The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake!”

Rippon’s Selection of Hymns (1787) alt. Funk’s Genuine Church Music (1832)
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Call to Worship
Created and Called. We believe that God created humans to be in relationship 
with Him, and to worship Him as their Creator. But it's more than that. He is also 
a loving Father who is calling, or inviting His children to come near. God's is both 
the Creator and the Invitor, and we respond to His grace!

Psalm 95:1-7

Leader: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;
               let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
               Let us come before him with thanksgiving
               and extol him with music and song.
All:         For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods.
               In his hand are the depths of the earth,
               and the mountain peaks belong to him.
               he sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.
Leader: Come, let us bow down in worship,
               let us kneel before the Lord our Maker;
All:         for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture,
               the flock under his care.

Our Great God

Eternal God, unchanging, mysterious, and unknown,
Your boundless love, unfailing in grace and mercy shown.
Bright seraphim in endless flight around Your glorious throne;
They raise their voices day and night in praise to You alone.

Lord, we are weak and frail, helpless in the storm.
Surround us with Your angels, hold us in Your arms.
Our cold and ruthless enemy, His pleasure is our harm.
Rise up, O Lord, and he will flee before our sovereign God.

Halleluiah! Glory be to our great God!
Halleluiah! Glory be to our great God!

Let every creature in the sea and every flying bird,
Let every mountain, every field, and valley of the earth
Let all the moons and all the stars in all the universe
Sing praises to the living God, Who rules them by His Word.

Fernando Ortega and Mac Powell (2002)
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Why is it called “Words of Forgiveness?”  There’s a reason we don’t call this ele-
ment “The Forgiveness of Sins.”  As Protestants, we truly believe that there is only 
one mediator between God and humankind—Jesus Christ (1 Tim 2:5). Therefore, 
no pastor or priest can offer God’s pardon...this is the work of Christ alone, given 
freely by and directly from Him!  Therefore, we are assured that as we confess 
our sins and put our faith in Jesus Christ, He indeed does pardon us. Our pastors 
and leaders in worship merely offer this good news as it is proclaimed in Scripture 
(see 1 John 1:9).
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Why do we confess sin? Worship both draws us to God and reveals where we are 
distant from him. Throughout Scripture, when people see or experience God they 
are faced with the reality of their own brokenness and shame.  Likewise, we con-
fess our sin, as a community and individually. 

Passing of the Peace

Words of Forgiveness

The ”passing of the peace”:  As recipients of God’s grace, we gladly receive peace 
from Him. In response to His grace, we also extend that grace to one another 
with a handshake or a hug. Traditionally, Christians have greeted one another 
during this time in the service with the phrase, “May the peace of Christ be with 
you” and receive back the greeting “And also with you.”

O LORD, do not rebuke us in your anger 
Or discipline us in your wrath.
For your arrows have pierced us,
And your hand has come down upon us.

Our bodies waste away because of our sin; 
Our guilt overwhelms us.
We confess our iniquity;
We are troubled by our sin.
O LORD, do not forsake us;

Be not far from us, O God.
Forgive our sin, and make us new, 
That we might have peace with you, 
Peace with each other,
And peace within ourselves.

** time for silent confession **

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.

I John 1:8-10
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Song of Praise & Thanksgiving

Responding to grace: After being reminded of God’s lavish grace and love toward 
us, we respond by celebrating with singing.

Whole Heart     

When I am broken, when I’m afraid,
When I don’t have it together, when I lose my way,
There is a place where I can go
Where I am safe, where I am home...

And I can trust You with my whole heart,
Trust You with my whole heart, my whole heart.
Yes I can trust You with my whole heart,
Trust You with my whole heart, with my whole heart.

You know my story, You’ve always been
My true companion, my Faithful friend;
There’s not a moment of my life
I live without You by my side...

Let every anxious part of me, and every fearful thought in me,
Be set free, set free in Your peace, Your peace.
Let every shackle on me break, snd every shadow fall away
I’m set free set free in Your peace, Your peace.

Taylor Leonhardt, Leslie Jordan, Jess Ray (2021)

Ways to give: You may drop a check or cash in the offering plate, 
give online at hopechapelgreensboro.org/give, or give through 
Venmo to @HopeChapel (note: contributions made through Ven-
mo are not receipted for tax purposes).

What’s the offering all about?  The offering is a way for Christians to support the 
mission and ministry of the church. Christians offer a sacrificial portion of their 
resources–time, talents, possessions–as an act of faith and gratitude in response 
to God’s grace. While many at Hope Chapel make their regular contributions 
through online giving and automated bill pay, offerings are a part of our worship 
service as an op- portunity for the regular, proportionate and generous giving of 
the resources God has given us.                                          

If you are a guest, please feel no obligation to give. Giving is for the members and 
regular attenders who desire to give to God and His church so that we can be a 
blessing to Him and our community in even greater ways. 

Giving of Tithes & Offering
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Scripture Reading
Acts 27:13-44

What do we do during the Scripture Reading?  Because the Word of God is one of 
the chief means through which God has chosen to speak to us, it is a principle and 
direct way we “hear from God” in worship.  The public reading of Scripture, then, is 
a sacred act that deserves our full attention and focus.  Especially in our age, we 
must discipline ourselves to listen to readings for longer periods of time, for God’s 
Word is food for our soul.

Church, City, World. Corporate prayer is an essential part of the worship and work 
of God’s people. We pray for specific needs– naming and sometimes lamenting 
the brokenness in the world– mindful to ask a powerful and merciful help for the 
Church, the city, the world, and for one another.

The leader will end each section of the prayer by saying “Lord, in Your mercy...” 
and the congregation responds with “...Hear our prayer”.

Prayer of Renewal

13 Now when the south wind blew gently, supposing that they had obtained 
their purpose, they weighed anchor and sailed along Crete, close to the shore. 
14 But soon a tempestuous wind, called the northeaster, struck down from the 
land. 15 And when the ship was caught and could not face the wind, we gave 
way to it and were driven along. 16 Running under the lee of a small island called 
Cauda, we managed with difficulty to secure the ship’s boat. 17 After hoisting it 
up, they used supports to undergird the ship. Then, fearing that they would run 
aground on the Syrtis, they lowered the gear, and thus they were driven along. 
18 Since we were violently storm-tossed, they began the next day to jettison the 
cargo. 19 And on the third day they threw the ship’s tackle overboard with their 
own hands. 20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small 
tempest lay on us, all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned.

21 Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul stood up among them 
and said, “Men, you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete 
and incurred this injury and loss. 22 Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there 
will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 23 For this very night there 
stood before me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship, 24 
and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And behold, 
God has granted you all those who sail with you.’ 25 So take heart, men, for I 
have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told. 26 But we must run 
aground on some island.”

All You Do Is Good      Nathan Partain (2015)
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Sermon
“Witness Through the Hurricane”

Harrison Holbrook is Hope Chapel’s associate pastor of assimilation & disciple-
ship. This sermon is part of a series called “Witness: The Movement Continues”, 
where we are studying the book of Acts and its call to cultivate shalom. For past 
sermons, please visit our website.

27 When the fourteenth night had come, as we were being driven across the 
Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors suspected that they were nearing land. 
28 So they took a sounding and found twenty fathoms. A little farther on they 
took a sounding again and found fifteen fathoms. 29 And fearing that we might 
run on the rocks, they let down four anchors from the stern and prayed for day 
to come. 30 And as the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, and had 
lowered the ship’s boat into the sea under pretense of laying out anchors from 
the bow, 31 Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay 
in the ship, you cannot be saved.” 32 Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the 
ship’s boat and let it go.

33 As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying, 
“Today is the fourteenth day that you have continued in suspense and without 
food, having taken nothing. 34 Therefore I urge you to take some food. For it will 
give you strength, for not a hair is to perish from the head of any of you.” 35 And 
when he had said these things, he took bread, and giving thanks to God in the 
presence of all he broke it and began to eat. 36 Then they all were encouraged 
and ate some food themselves. 37 (We were in all 276 persons in the ship.) 38 
And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, throwing out the 
wheat into the sea.

39 Now when it was day, they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay 
with a beach, on which they planned if possible to run the ship ashore. 40 So 
they cast off the anchors and left them in the sea, at the same time loosening 
the ropes that tied the rudders. Then hoisting the foresail to the wind they 
made for the beach. 41 But striking a reef, they ran the vessel aground. The bow 
stuck and remained immovable, and the stern was being broken up by the surf. 
42 The soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any should swim away and 
escape. 43 But the centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out 
their plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and make 
for the land, 44 and the rest on planks or on pieces of the ship. And so it was that 
all were brought safely to land.
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What Is Communion?  What we do during communion isn’t merely a symbolic act 
or a remembrance—it’s more than that. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 teaches us that we 
are actually communing with Christ Himself as we partake of the elements.  We 
mysteriously “participate in the body and blood” of Jesus.  As we take communion, 
let us remember that Christ is spiritually present in a special way for us in this 
sacrament.  Let’s enjoy the feast!

If you are not a follower of Jesus or are not prepared to share in the meal, please 
feel free to not participate and instead spend this time in prayer (“Prayers for Re-
flection” are included in this worship guide).  We hope this time is helpful to you as 
you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with his people, the church. 
PLEASE NOTE:  All bread is gluten-free.

Communion

Communion Litany
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All: 	  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	  creator of heaven and earth:
	  And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
	  Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	  born of the Virgin Mary.
	  Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	  was crucified, died, and was buried.
	  He descended into hell. 
	  On the third day he rose again from the dead.
	  He ascended into heaven, and is seated 
	  at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.
	  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
	  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
	  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
	  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Minister: The Lord be with you.    All:  And also with you.
Minister:  Lift up your hearts!       All:  We lift them up to the Lord!

Minister:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: 	  It is right to give him thanks and 
	  praise, joining our voices with your 	
	  people on earth and all the company 
	  of heaven, who forever sing to the glory of your Name.

Minister:  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of the faith:
All: 	   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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Minister:  Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us.
All: 	   Therefore, let us keep the feast.	

		  ** institution of the elements **

Minister:  Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has fed us at his Table,
	   let us praise God’s holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!
All: 	   Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
	   and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name!

Minister:  Bless the Lord, O my soul,
All: 	   and forget not all God’s benefits,
Minister:  who forgives all your iniquity, 
All: 	   who heals all your diseases.
Minister:  Who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all,
	   and will also give us all things with him.
All: 	   Therefore we praise you, God, 
	   with our hearts and our voices, now and forevermore. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching 
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim 
is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. 
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful I ever before be-
lieved, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I 
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offer-
ing forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and may 
turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully follow you in 
life. Amen.                                                       
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Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism, to love God and neigh-
bor, and to a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take 
the necessary steps to be one with your people, to pursue forgiveness, reconcil-
iation, and peace, and to live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

Sending Song

Psalm 46 (Be Still and Know)

God is out refuge, our strength and our shield,
An ever present help.
We would not fear though the earth gives away
And the mountains crash into the sea.
There is a river whose streams will make glad
The city of our most high King;
God is within her and she will not fail,
He helps her at break of the day.

Nations in uproar, men’s kingdoms they fall,
He speaks and the earth melts away.
The worst we imagine, the strongest of storms,
Our fortress, it will still remain.
There is a river whose streams will make glad
The city of our most high King;
God is within her and she will not fail,
Listen and hear the Lord say...

Be still and know that I am God.

Come let us see what the Lord has done,
The ruins He brings to the earth;
He makes wars to cease to the ends of the earth,
He shatters the bow and the spear.

Mike Crawford (2009), altered by Isaac Wardell (2010)

My Hope Is Built (The Solid Rock)

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus Name.
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Community Life

Blessing & Sending

Financial Update

Online giving is available on our website:  www.hopechapelgreensboro.org/give
We also accept donations via Venmo: @HopeChapel.

Gifts can be placed in the offering 
plate on Sundays or mailed to:
     Hope Chapel
     908 N. Josephine Boyd St
     Greensboro, NC 27408

Given Last Week:                  $12,331
Required to date:	           $379,990 
     (Jan. 1 - July 2)
Given to date:                   $360,097 
Over/[Under]                     [$19,892]
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Minister: May the peace of God, 
                 which transcends all understanding, 
                 guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
All:           Amen.
Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:           Thanks be to God!

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace.
In e’vry high and stormy gale,
My anchor holds within the veil.

His oath, His covenant, His blood,
Support me in the whelming flood.
When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my Hope and Stay.

When He shall comes with trumpet sound,
Oh may I then in Him be found.
Dressed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the throne.

Edward Mote (1834), William Bradbury (1863)
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Contact

Want to connect with others?
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