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Reflections

Spring bursts to-day,
For Christ is risen and all the earth’s at play.

Flash forth, thou Sun,
The rain is over and gone, its work is done.

Winter is past,
Sweet Spring is come at last, is come at last.

Bud, Fig and Vine,
Bud, Olive, fat with fruit and oil and wine.

Break forth this morn
In roses, thou but yesterday a Thorn.

Uplift thy head,
O pure white Lily through the Winter dead.

Beside your dams
Leap and rejoice, you merry-making Lambs.

All Herds and Flocks
Rejoice, all Beasts of thickets and of rocks.

Sing, Creatures, sing,
Angels and Men and Birds and everything.

All notes of Doves
Fill all our world: this is the time of loves.

An Easter Carol, Christina Rossetti

The proclamation of Easter Day is that all is 
well. And as a Christian, I say this not with the 
easy optimism of one who has never known a 
time when all was not well but as one who has 
faced the Cross in all its obscenity as well as in 
all its glory, who has known one way or another 
what it is like to live separated from God. In the 
end, his will, not ours is done. Love is the victor. 
Death is not the end. The end is life. His life and 
our lives through Him, in Him. Existence has 
greater depths of beauty, mystery, and benedic-
tion than the wildest visionary has ever dared to 
dream. Christ our Lord has risen.

Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat

He blesses every love which weeps and grieves
And now he blesses hers who stood and wept
And would not be consoled, or leave her love’s

Last touching place, but watched as low light crept
Up from the east. A sound behind her stirs
A scatter of bright birdsong through the air.

She turns, but cannot focus through her tears,
Or recognize the Gardener standing there.
She hardly hears his gentle question ‘Why,

Why are you weeping?’, or sees the play of light
That brightens as she chokes out her reply
‘They took my love away, my day is night’

And then she hears her name, she hears Love say
The Word that turns her night, and ours, to Day.

Easter Dawn, Malcolm Guite

The fact that dead people do not ordinarily rise is it-
self part of early Christian belief, not an objection to 
it. The early Christians insisted that what had hap-
pened to Jesus was precisely something new; was, 
indeed, the start of a whole new mode of existence, 
a new creation. The fact that Jesus’ resurrection 
was, and remains, without analogy is not an objec-
tion to the early Christian claim. It is part of the 
claim itself.”

N.T. Wright
The Resurrection of the Son of God

Where he sat in a room apart
from all he had ever known,

alone in Easter morning light,
I read him the story of Magdalene

grieving at the tomb alone,
and the appearing Gardener:
“Why weepest thou? Whom

seekest thou?” From far in absence,
in silence, he heard me. “That

is a beautiful story,” he told me.

- Wendell Berry
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To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;
to all who mourn and long for comfort;
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need forgiveness;
to all who are strangers and want fellowship;
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;
to whoever will come – this church opens wide her doors
and welcomes you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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An Invitation. The Call to Worship is sometimes called the Invitation to Worship. 
As we shuffle through the doors on Sunday morning, we come to a Gospel-feast, 
invited by Jesus Christ. But not only does He offer the invitation, He also pays the 
cost of admission through His life, death and resurrection. And so we are honored 
guests, welcomed in and responding to this incredible grace. Come, let us worship 
our Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Welcome
We’re glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please take a 
moment to fill out a “Connect Card”, available in a seat-back near 
you or online using this QR code. We would love the chance to con-
nect with you and help you know more about our community.

Call to Worship

Preparation

based on 1 Peter 1:3-5

Leader:  Christ, who died, lives again! Alleluia!
All:          Alleluia!

Leader:  Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
All:          He has given us new life and hope.
 He has raised Jesus from the dead.

Leader:  God has claimed us as his own.
All:          He has brought us out of darkness.
 He has made us light to the world.

Leader:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All:          He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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We sing as a way of engaging our voices, bodies, imaginations, words, and desires 
in the worship of God. We sing together,  to God and to each other, because of our 
calling to be a people joined together in Christ.

Rise, My Soul, the Lord Is Risen

Rise my soul the Lord is risen, come behold the empty grave.
See the place where darkness laid Him, sing for only hope remains.
Hallelujah, praise forever, death defeated and life restored;
By that great immortal power Christ is risen, arise my soul!

Rest my soul the Lord is risen, love’s redeeming work is done.
Now the Father sees His children as He sees His sinless Son.
O the wonder, O the glory, that same favor is now my own!
Shame behind me, grace before me; Christ is risen, arise my soul!

Peace my soul, the Lord is risen, come and have your hope renewed,
For this trial is brief and fleeting, tears will turn to glory soon.
Shout with joy and sound the triumph, let the music of heaven roar;
Let the boast of death be silent, Christ is risen, arise my soul!

Rise my soul for I am risen, seated now with Christ my Lord;
As my life belongs to heaven, fear shall hold its sway no more.
Onward, upward, t’ward the treasure, filled with courage and endless hope,
For this truth is mine forever, Christ is risen arise my soul!

Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, Matt Boswell, Matt Papa (2024)

Scripture Reading
John 20:1-18 (ESV )

¹ Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, 
while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the 
tomb. ² So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” ³ So Peter went out with 
the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. ⁴ Both of them were 
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. ⁵ And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did 
not go in. ⁶ Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 
saw the linen cloths lying there, ⁷ and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' 
head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. ⁸ Then the 
other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
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believed; ⁹ for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead. ¹⁰ Then the disciples went back to their homes.

¹¹ But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to 
look into the tomb. ¹² And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body 
of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. ¹³ They said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” ¹⁴ Having said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
¹⁵ Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” ¹⁶ Jesus said to 
her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means 
Teacher). ¹⁷ Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended 
to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” ¹⁸ Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these 
things to her.

Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed

How can it be, the One who died, has born our sin through sacrifice
To conquer every sting of death? Sing, sing hallelujah.

For joy awakes as dawning light when Christ’s disciples lift their eyes.
Alive He stands, their Friend and King; Christ, Christ He is risen.

Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! Oh, sing hallelujah.
Join the chorus, sing with the redeemed;
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed.

Where doubt and darkness once had been, 
They saw Him and their hearts believed.
But blessed are those who have not seen, yet, sing hallelujah.

Once bound by fear now bold in faith, 
They preached the truth and power of grace.
And pouring out their lives they gained life, life everlasting.

The power that raised Him from the grave now works in us to powerfully save.
He frees our hearts to live His grace;  go tell of His goodness.

Ed Cash, Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty (2012)
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Confession of Sin
Why do we confess sin? Worship both draws us to God and reveals where we are 
distant from him. Throughout Scripture, when people see or experience God they 
are faced with the reality of their own brokenness and shame.  Likewise, we con-
fess our sin, as a community and individually. 

When, at times, we deny You,
     Lord, please forgive us.
When the risks of discipleship are high,
     and we are nowhere to be found:
     Lord, please forgive us.
When we wash our hands of responsibility:
     Lord, please forgive us.
When we cast our lot with powerful oppressors
     and seek to buy freedom with silver:
     Lord, please forgive us.
When fear keeps us from witnessing to Your truth,
     or our love of autonomy keeps us from believing it:
     Lord, please forgive us.

In the bright light of Easter morning, O God,
     our sin is exposed,
     and Your grace is revealed.
Tender God,
     raise us in Your love so that, with joy,
     we may witness to Your awesome deeds,
     in the name of Jesus, the risen one.

** time for silent confession of sin **
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Why is it called “Words of Forgiveness?”  There’s a reason we don’t call this ele-
ment “The Forgiveness of Sins.”  As Protestants, we truly believe that there is only 
one mediator between God and humankind—Jesus Christ (1 Tim 2:5). Therefore, 
no pastor or priest can offer God’s pardon...this is the work of Christ alone, given 
freely by and directly from Him!  Therefore, we are assured that as we confess our 
sins and put our faith in Jesus Christ, He indeed does pardon us. Our pastors and 
leaders in worship merely offer this good news as it is proclaimed in Scripture (see 
1 John 1:9).

Words of Forgiveness

Why is the Greeting put after our Words of Forgiveness?  The book of 2 Corinthi-
ans reminds us that part of God’s goal in reconciling Himself to us was that we 
might likewise be reconciled with one another.  But for healing and wholeness to 
take place in our relationships (which is what the Greeting enacts as we acknowl-
edge one another in the peace of our Lord), we must first know the healing of our 
relationship with God through Christ.  God’s pardon of us sets us free to love and 
forgive one another without reservation or qualification!

Passing of the Peace

Leader: This is what the Lord says:
              “Death is swallowed in victory. 
               O death, where is your victory? 
               O death, where is your sting?” 
               For sin is the sting that results in death.
All:         But thank God! He has given us victory over sin and death

through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Leader: In Christ, our sins are forgiven, death has no grip on us,
               and we will share in His victory.   
All:         Thanks be to God!

Leader: Christ is Risen!     
All:         He is Risen indeed!

based on 1 Corinthians 15:54-57
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Responding to grace: After being reminded of God’s lavish grace and love toward 
us, we respond by celebrating with singing.

Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder

Let us love and sing and wonder, let us praise the Savior’s name;
He has hushed the law’s loud thunder, He has quenched Mount Sinai’s flame.
He has washed us with His blood … He has brought us nigh to God.

Let us love the Lord Who bought us, pitied us when enemies,
Called us by His grace and taught us, gave us ears and gave us eyes.
He has washed us with His blood …He presents our souls to God.

Let us sing though fierce temptation threatens hard to bear us down,
For the Lord, our strong salvation, holds in view the conqueror’s crown.
He, Who washed us with His blood … soon will bring us home to God.

Let us wonder grace and justice, join and point to mercy’s store
When through grace in Christ our trust is, justice smiles and asks no more.
He Who washed us with His blood … Has secured our way to God.

Let us praise and join the chorus of the saints enthroned on high;
Here they trusted Him before us, now their praises fill the sky.
“Thou hast washed us with Thy blood … Thou art worthy Lamb of God.”

John Newton (1774), Laura Taylor (2001)

Giving of Tithes & Offering
What’s the offering all about?  The offering is a way for Christians to support the 
mission and ministry of the church. Christians offer a sacrificial portion of their 
resources–time, talents, possessions–as an act of faith and gratitude in response 
to God’s grace. While many at Hope Chapel make their regular contributions 
through online giving and automated bill pay, offerings are a part of our worship 
service as an opportunity for the regular, proportionate and generous giving of the 
resources God has given us.     
If you are a guest, please feel no obligation to give. Giving is for the members and 
regular attenders who desire to give to God and His church so that we can be a 
blessing to Him and our community in even greater ways.  

Ways to give: You may drop a check or cash in the offering plate, 
give online at hopechapelgreensboro.org/give, or give through 
Venmo to @HopeChapel (note: contributions made through Venmo 
are not receipted for tax purposes).
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Thank You Jesus for the Blood

I was a wretch, I remember who I was;
I was lost, I was blind, I was running out of time.
Sin separated, the breach was far too wide,
But from the far side of the chasm You held me in Your sight.

So You made a way across the great divide,
Left behind heaven’s throne to build it here inside.
And there, at the cross You paid the debt I owed;
Broke my chains, freed my soul, for the first time I had hope.

Thank You, Jesus, for the blood applied.
Thank You, Jesus, it has washed me white.
Thank You, Jesus, You have saved my life;
Brought me from the darkness into glorious light!

You took my place, laid inside my tomb of sin;
You were buried for three days, but then You walked right out again.
And now death has no sting and life has no end,
For I have been transformed by the blood of the Lamb!

There is nothing stronger than the wonder-working power
Of the blood, the blood!
That calls us sons and daughters, we are ransomed by our Father
Through the blood, the blood!

Glory to His name, glory to His name!
There to my heart was the blood applied;
Glory to His name!

Charity Gayle, Ryan Kennedy, Steven Musso, David Gentiles, Bryan McCleery (2021)
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What do we do during the Scripture Reading?  Because the Word of God is one of 
the chief means through which God has chosen to speak to us, it is a principle and 
direct way we “hear from God” in worship.  The public reading of Scripture, then, 
is a sacred act that deserves our full attention and focus.  Especially in our age, 
we must discipline ourselves to listen to readings for longer periods of time, for 
God’s Word is food for our soul.

Scripture Reading

Luke 24:36-53 (ESV )  p .832 IN CHURCH BIBLE

 ³⁶ As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, 
and said to them, “Peace to you!” ³⁷ But they were startled and frightened and 
thought they saw a spirit. ³⁸ And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and 
why do doubts arise in your hearts? ³⁹ See my hands and my feet, that it is I 
myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see 
that I have.” ⁴⁰ And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. ⁴¹ And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” ⁴² They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
⁴³ and he took it and ate before them.

⁴⁴ Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” ⁴⁵ Then he opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures, ⁴⁶ and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, ⁴⁷ and that repen-
tance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. ⁴⁸ You are witnesses of these things. ⁴⁹ And behold, 
I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you 
are clothed with power from on high.”

⁵⁰ And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 
them. ⁵¹ While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into 
heaven. ⁵² And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, ⁵³ 
and were continually in the temple blessing God.

Prayer of Renewal
Church, City, World. Corporate prayer is an essential part of the worship and work 
of God’s people. We pray for specific needs– naming and sometimes lamenting 
the brokenness in the world– mindful to ask our powerful and merciful God for 
help for the Church, the city, the world, and for one another.

The leader will end each section of the prayer by saying “Lord, in Your mercy...” 
and the congregation responds with “...Hear our prayer.”
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Communion Litany

Communion
What Is Communion?  What we do during communion isn’t merely a symbolic act 
or a remembrance—it’s more than that. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 teaches us that we 
are actually communing with Christ Himself as we partake of the elements.  We 
mysteriously “participate in the body and blood” of Jesus.  As we take communion, 
let us remember that Christ is spiritually present in a special way for us in this 
sacrament.  Let’s enjoy the feast!

If you are not a follower of Jesus or are not prepared to share in the meal, please 
feel free to not participate and instead spend this time in prayer (“Prayers for Re-
flection” are included in this worship guide).  We hope this time is helpful to you as 
you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with his people, the church. 
PLEASE NOTE:  All bread is gluten-free.

The Great Thanksgiving

       Minister: The Lord be with you.
All:           And with your spirit.
Minister: Lift up your hearts!
All:           We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister: It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give 
                 thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
                 but chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 
                 resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
                 for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us, 
                 and has taken away the sin of the world; 
                 who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising to life                  
                 again has won for us everlasting life. 
All: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 

Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Harrison Holbrook is Hope Chapel’s pastor of assimilation & discipleship. This  
sermon is part of a series on the book of Luke where we are exploring “The 
Church’s Mission.” For past sermons, please visit our website.

Sermon
The Church’s Mission: Resurrection
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Words of Institution

Prayer of Approach

Minister: We do not presume to come to this your table, 
                 O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 
                 but in your abundant and great mercies. 
                 We are not worthy so much as to gather up 
                 the crumbs under your table; 
                 but you are the same Lord whose character 
                  is always to have mercy. 
All:           Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
                  and to drink his blood, 

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, 
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Minister: These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
                 Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you 
                 and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All:           Thanks be to God.

Minister: Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed, 
                 once for all upon the Cross. 
All:           Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Preparation for the Table

The Feast

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might!
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna in the highest! (x3)
And blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

Greg LaFollette (2018)
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Prayer after Communion

Minister: Let us pray.
All:           Almighty and everliving God, 
                 we thank you for feeding us, in these holy mysteries, 
                 with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood 
                 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
                 and for assuring us, through this Sacrament, 
                 of your favor and goodness towards us: 
                 that we are true members of the mystical body of your Son, 
                 the blessed company of all faithful people; 
                 and are also heirs, through hope, of your everlasting kingdom. 
                 And we humbly ask you, heavenly Father, 
                 to assist us with your grace, 
                 that we may continue in that holy fellowship, 
                 and do all the good works that you have prepared for us 

to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
                 with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
                 now and for ever. Amen.

Christ Is the Life of the World

In Christ we offer all that He has offered,
The perfect offering…
Christ is the life of the world,
Christ is the life of the world.

So we remember all that He remembered,
The whole of Love returned…
Christ is the life of the world,
Christ is the life of the world.

Let us lift up, lift our hearts!
Let us lift up, lift our hearts!
It is good to lift our hearts to the Lord.

Sent forth in beauty, reconciling all things,
Radiant in holiness…
Christ is the life of the world,
Christ is the life of the world.

Sandra McCracken (2018)
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Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 
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Sending Song

Benevolence Offering

Prayers for Reflection
Prayer for Those Searching 

Lord Jesus, You claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what You claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who You are. 
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following You as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life You promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before 
believed, but through You, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared 
hope. I thank You for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that You have been raised from the 
dead, I turn from my sins and receive You as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in You the fulfillment of all my need, and may 
turn from every false satisfaction to feed on You, the true and living bread. En-
able me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully follow You in 
life. Amen.                                                       

Prayer for Renewal and Commitment
Lord Jesus, You have called us to follow You in baptism, to love God and neigh-
bor, and to a life of committed discipleship in your Church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with Your people, to pursue forgiveness, 
reconciliation, and peace, and to live in the fullness of Your Spirit. Amen.



Blessing & Sending
Community Life

Financial Update

Online giving is available on our website:  www.hopechapelgreensboro.org/give
We also accept donations via Venmo: @HopeChapel.

Gifts can be placed in the offering 
plate on Sundays or mailed to:
     Hope Chapel
     908 N. Josephine Boyd St
     Greensboro, NC 27408

Given Last Week:                $22,832
Required to date:            $274,920
     (Jan. 1 - April 13)
Given to date:                      $311,520 
Over/[Under]                      $36,600
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   who raised to life the Great Shepherd of the sheep,
   make us ready to do His will in every good thing,
   through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.
All:             Amen.

Minister: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
All:           The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

What is the benediction? Benediction is a word with Latin origin (bene = “well,” 
and dicere = “to speak”); a benediction is a word which “speaks wellness/good-
ness” to us, therefore properly understood as a blessing.  The benediction in wor-
ship has ancient roots, going back to the worship of God’s people in the Temple. 
When we utilize the benediction in our worship, we connect ourselves with an an-
cient practice of God’s people and join with them together in worship of our one 
great God.

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! 
Where’s thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia! 

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

Charles Wesley (1739), Lyra Davidica (1708)
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from Hebrews 13:20
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