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The Season of Lent
The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ are at the heart of the Christian 
gospel, and Good Friday and Easter are two of the most significant 
celebrations of the Christian year. Lent is a season of preparation and 
repentance during which we anticipate Good Friday and Easter. Just as we 
carefully prepare for big events in our personal lives, such as a wedding or 
commencement, Lent invites us to make our hearts ready for remembering 
Jesus’ passion and celebrating Jesus’ resurrection.

The practice of a forty-day preparation period began in the Christian church 
during the third and fourth centuries. The number forty carries biblical 
significance based on the forty years Israel spent in the wilderness and Jesus’ 
forty-day fast in the wilderness. The forty days of Lent begin on Ash 
Wednesday and continue through holy week, not counting Sundays (which are 
reserved for celebratory worship). In practice, many congregations choose to 
focus Sunday worship on the themes of repentance and renewal.

As a period of preparation, Lent has historically included the instruction of 
persons for baptism and profession of faith on Easter Sunday; the calling back 
of those who have become estranged from the church; and efforts by all 
Christians to deepen their piety, devotion, and readiness to mark the death and 
resurrection of their Savior. As such, the primary focus of the season is to 
explore and deepen a “baptismal spirituality” that centers on our union with 
Christ rather than to function only as an extended meditation on Christ’s 
suffering and death.

- from The Worship Sourcebook



3

Reflection

We sing as a way of engaging our voices, imaginations, words, and desires in 
the worship of God. We sing together,  to God and to each other, because of our 
calling to be a people joined together in Christ.

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;
to all who mourn and long for comfort;
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need forgiveness;
to all who are strangers and want fellowship;
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;
to whoever will come – this church opens wide her doors
and welcomes you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gathering Song
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Our Great God

Eternal God, unchanging, mysterious, and unknown,
Your boundless love, unfailing in grace and mercy shown.
Bright seraphim in endless flight around Your glorious throne;
They raise their voices day and night in praise to You alone.

Lord, we are weak and frail, helpless in the storm.
Surround us with Your angels, hold us in Your arms.
Our cold and ruthless enemy, His pleasure is our harm.
Rise up, O Lord, and he will flee before our sovereign God.

Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God!
Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God!

Let every creature in the sea and every flying bird,
Let every mountain, every field, and valley of the earth
Let all the moons and all the stars in all the universe
Sing praises to the living God, Who rules them by His Word.

Fernando Ortega and Mac Powell (2002)
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Welcome
We’re glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please take a 
moment to fill out a “Connect Card”, available in a seat-back near 
you or online using this QR code. We would love the chance to con-
nect with you and help you know more about our community.

The Call to Worship and the Benediction are important traditions in the history of 
Christian worship.  As the start and close of the service, they make an important 
point to us about worship: God gets the first and last word.  

We understand the Call to Worship as God’s call to us.  If we are ever to have a 
relationship with God, it is God who must first initiate to us.  God alone can invite 
us and draw us in.  

Likewise, in the Benediction, it is only by God’s blessing (which is what a “benedic-
tion” is) and power are we able to go out into the world, to surrender our lives in 
daily worship, and to live out God’s mission.

Call to Worship Psalm 8:1-4

Leader: LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
              You have set your glory in the heavens.
All:        When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
              the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
              what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
              human beings that you care for them?

Leader: You have made them a little lower than the angels
              and crowned them with glory and honor.
All:         LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
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Song of Praise
Holy (Jesus, You Are)

What heart could hold the weight of Your love,
And know the heights of Your great worth?
What eyes could look on Your glorious face, shining like the sun?

You are holy, holy, holy,
God most high and God most worthy!
You are holy, holy, holy,
Jesus, You are, Jesus, You are!

Your name alone has power to raise us,
Your light will shine when all else fades.
Our eyes will look on Your glorious face
Shining like the sun. Who is like You, God?

Who shall we say You are? You’re the living God.
Who shall we say You are? You’re the Great I AM.
The highest name of all, You’re all You say You are.

And You shall come again in glory to judge the living and the dead.
All eyes will look on Your glorious face,
Shining like the sun. Who is like You, God?

Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman, Jason Ingram (2010)
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The ”passing of the peace”:  As recipients of God’s grace, we gladly receive peace 
from Him. In response to His grace, we also extend that grace to one another 
with a handshake or a hug. Traditionally, Christians have greeted one another 
during this time in the service with the phrase, “May the peace of Christ be with 
you” and receive back the greeting “And also with you.”

Passing of the Peace

Confession of Sin
Why do we confess sin? Worship both draws us to God and reveals where we are 
distant from him. Throughout Scripture, when people see or experience God they 
are faced with the reality of their own brokenness and shame.  Likewise, we con-
fess our sin, as a community and individually. 

This prayer was adapted from German pastor Diebold Schwarz (b. 1485).

God Almighty, I confess myself before You:
     That I have gravely sinned by breaking Your commandments.
     I have done many things which I should have left undone,
     and I have left undone that which I should have done,
          through unbelief and distrust in You, God,
          and weakness of love toward my fellow servants.

Only You know fully the guilt I have brought on myself,
     for which I am grieved.
Be gracious to me, Lord.
Be merciful to me, a poor sinner…

            ** time for silent confession **

We are not alone.The Bible teaches that Jesus understands what it is to be hu-
man. Because He was fully man, He is compassionate and merciful toward us in 
our sin and failures. But not only can He sympathize with us, Jesus (being fully 
God) also has set us free from the power of sin by his death and resurrection.

Words of Forgiveness Psalm 103:8-12

The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
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Giving of Tithes & Offering
What’s the offering all about?  The offering is a way for Christians to support the 
mission and ministry of the church. Christians offer a sacrificial portion of their 
resources–time, talents, possessions–as an act of faith and gratitude in response 
to God’s grace. While many at Hope Chapel make their regular contributions 
through online giving and automated bill pay, offerings are a part of our worship 
service as an opportunity for the regular, proportionate and generous giving of the 
resources God has given us.     

If you are a guest, please feel no obligation to give. Giving is for the members and 
regular attenders who desire to give to God and His church so that we can be a 
blessing to Him and our community in even greater ways.  

Ways to give: You may drop a check or cash in the offering plate, 
give online at hopechapelgreensboro.org/give, or give through 
Venmo to @HopeChapel (note: contributions made through 
Venmo are not receipted for tax purposes).

Song of Praise & Thanksgiving
Responding to grace: After being reminded of God’s lavish grace and love toward 
us, we respond by celebrating with singing.

The Solid Rock

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus Name.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace.
In e’vry high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil.

His oath, His covenant, His blood, support me in the whelming flood.
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my Hope and Stay.

When He shall comes with trumpet sound, oh may I then in Him be found.
Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne.

Edward Mote (1834), William Bradbury (1863)
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Yet Not I, But Through Christ In Me

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer,
there is no more for heaven now to give.
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom;
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace.
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus,
For my life is wholly bound to His.
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

The night is dark but I am not forsaken,
for by my side, the Savior He will stay.
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing,
For in my need, His power is displayed.
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me,
Through the deepest valley He will lead.
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven;
the future sure, the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And He was raised to overthrow the grave.
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated;
Jesus now and ever is my plea.
Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

With every breath I long to follow Jesus,
For He has said that He will bring me home;
And day by day I know He will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne.
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus:
All the glory evermore to Him!
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, Michael Farren (2018)
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Church, City, World. Corporate prayer is an essential part of the worship and work 
of God’s people. We pray for specific needs– naming and sometimes lamenting 
the brokenness in the world– mindful to ask our powerful and merciful God for 
help for the Church, the city, the world, and for one another.

The leader will end each section of the prayer by saying “Lord, in Your mercy...” 
and the congregation responds with “...Hear our prayer.”

Prayer of Renewal

Scripture Reading

2 Peter 2:1-10 (NASB)                            

What do we do during the Scripture Reading?  Because the Word of God is one of 
the chief means through which God has chosen to speak to us, it is a principle and 
direct way we “hear from God” in worship.  The public reading of Scripture, then, 
is a sacred act that deserves our full attention and focus.  Especially in our age, 
we must discipline ourselves to listen to readings for longer periods of time, for 
God’s Word is food for our soul.

¹ But false prophets also appeared among the people, just as there will also be 
false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, 
even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon 
themselves. ² Many will follow their indecent behavior, and because of them 
the way of the truth will be maligned; ³ and in their greed they will exploit you 
with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction 
is not asleep.

⁴ For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and 
committed them to pits of darkness, held for judgment; ⁵ and did not spare the 
ancient world, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven 
others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; ⁶ and if He con-
demned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to 
ashes, having made them an example of what is coming for the ungodly; ⁷ and 
if He rescued righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the perverted conduct of 
unscrupulous people ⁸ (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while 
living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their law-
less deeds), ⁹ then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from a trial, and to 
keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, ¹⁰ and espe-
cially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt passion, and despise authority.
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Notes:

“Barriers to Growth: False Teaching”
Sermon

Jim Osborne is a retired physician and a founding member and elder at Hope 
Chapel. Since 2008, he has been a regular part of the teaching team at Hope. 
This sermon is part of a series on the New Testament book of 2 Peter. For past 
sermons, please visit our website.
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What Is Communion?  What we do during communion isn’t merely a symbolic act 
or a remembrance—it’s more than that. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 teaches us that we 
are actually communing with Christ Himself as we partake of the elements.  We 
mysteriously “participate in the body and blood” of Jesus.  As we take communion, 
let us remember that Christ is spiritually present in a special way for us in this 
sacrament.  Let’s enjoy the feast!

If you are not a follower of Jesus or are not prepared to share in the meal, please 
feel free to not participate and instead spend this time in prayer (“Prayers for Re-
flection” are included in this worship guide).  We hope this time is helpful to you as 
you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with his people, the church. 
PLEASE NOTE:  All bread is gluten-free.

Communion

Communion Litany
The Great Thanksgiving

       Minister: The Lord be with you.
All:           And with your spirit.
Minister: Lift up your hearts!
All:           We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister: Faithful God,
                 it is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise.
All:           You are the maker of heaven and earth,

       the giver of every good gift, the gardener of all creation.
                        From dust you formed us, and by your breath you gave us life.
                        You planted us in your love and called us to walk in your ways.
                        When we turned from you, you did not abandon us.

Minister: You made covenant with your people,
                 walked with them through wilderness and wandering,
                 and taught them how to live by your Word.
                 Again and again you have been patient with us—
                 pruning what leads to death, and tending what leads to life.
All:           In the fullness of time,
                 you sent your Son Jesus Christ, born of Mary,
                 baptized by water, driven into the wilderness,
                 and faithful even to the cross.
                 In him you have shown us the way of mercy,
                 the path of obedience, and the promise of new life.
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Minister: And so, with all who have gone before us,
                 with all who seek your truth,
                 and with all creation that sings your praise,
                 we lift our voices and join the song of heaven:
Sung:      Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
                 Heaven and earth are filled with your glory!
                 Hosanna in the highest! hosannah in the highest!
                 And blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Prayer of Approach
Minister: Almighty and gracious Father,
                 we come to this holy Table not in our own strength,
                 but trusting in your covenant promises fulfilled in Christ.
                 Cleanse us by your Spirit,
                 nourish us with the body and blood of your Son,
                 and strengthen our faith as we receive these gifts.
                 Feed us with Christ, the Bread of Life,
                 that we may live for your glory.
                 Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Words of Institution

The Fraction
Minister: Together, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All:           Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Minister: Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed, 
once for all upon the Cross. 

All:           Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Preparation for the Table

The Feast
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Prayer for Those Searching 

Lord Jesus, You claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what You claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who You are. 
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following You as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life You promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before 
believed, but through You, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared 
hope. I thank You for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that You have been raised from the 
dead, I turn from my sins and receive You as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in You the fulfillment of all my need, and may 
turn from every false satisfaction to feed on You, the true and living bread. En-
able me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully follow You in life. 
Amen.                                                       

Prayer for Renewal and Commitment
Lord Jesus, You have called us to follow You in baptism, to love God and neigh-
bor, and to a life of committed discipleship in your Church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with Your people, to pursue forgiveness, 
reconciliation, and peace, and to live in the fullness of Your Spirit. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Minister: Let us pray.
All:           Thank you, God, for you have met us with your love 
                  and nourished us at your table.

                  Pour out your Spirit upon us, O God,
                  that this meal may strengthen us for the journey,
                  that this grace may take root in our lives,
                  and that we may bear fruit for your kingdom.

                  Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,
                  in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
                  all glory and honor are yours, Almighty God,
                  now and forever, amen.
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Sending Song

Revive Us Again

We praise You, O God, for the gift of Your love,
for Jesus who died, now gone above.
Hallelujah! Yours is the glory,
Hallelujah! revive us again.

We praise You, O God, for Your Spirit of light
who shows us our Savior and scatters our night.
Hallelujah! Yours is the glory,
Hallelujah! revive us again.

We praise You, O God, for the joy You have giv’n
to Your church in communion, these foretastes of heav’n;
Hallelujah! Yours is the glory,
Hallelujah! revive us again.

Revive us again, fill each heart with Your love,
Rekindle each soul with Your fire from above.
Hallelujah! Yours is the glory,
Hallelujah! revive us again.

W.P. Mackay (1863), Michael Van Patter (2019)

The Power of the Cross

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day:
Christ on the road to Calvary.
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then
Nailed to a cross of wood.

This, the pow’r of the cross: Christ became sin for us;
Took the blame, bore the wrath— we stand forgiven at the cross.

Oh, to see the pain written on Your face,
Bearing the awesome weight of sin.
Ev’ry bitter thought, ev’ry evil deed
Crowning Your bloodstained brow.



Blessing & Sending

Community Life

Financial Update

Online giving is available on our website:  www.hopechapelgreensboro.org/give
We also accept donations via Venmo: @HopeChapel.

Gifts can be placed in the offering 
plate on Sundays or mailed to:
     Hope Chapel
     908 N. Josephine Boyd St
     Greensboro, NC 27408

Given Last Week:                  $19,372
Required to date:             $166,767       
     (Jan. 1 - Feb. 22)
Given to date:                     $140,496 
Over/[Under]                    [$26,270]

Building Fund: $201,721 of $320k goal
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We have a goal of paying off our mortgage by March 2026. 
To make a donation toward this effort, please use this link 
and specify, “building fund.”

Minister: Go now, knowing that all our God and Father asks of us,
                 He provides through the power of His Spirit 
                 and through the work of His Son.
All:           Amen.
Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:           Thanks be to God.
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Now the daylight flees; now the ground beneath
Quakes as its Maker bows His head.
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life;
“Finished!” the vict’ry cry.

Oh, to see my name written in the wounds,
For through Your suffering I am free.
Death is crushed to death; life is mine to live,
Won through Your selfless love.

Keith Getty, Kristen Getty (2005)
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