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Every worship service has a liturgy; it’s simply the way and order in which a 
community worships. “The Greek word “leitourgia” means a public work, the 
work of the people. And that’s what liturgy is—the action of God’s gathered 
people, but only in response to his prior action of sending Jesus Christ for our 
salvation.

The liturgy itself is a retelling of the Gospel story. It begins with God’s call upon 
us, his meeting with us, speaking among us, and ministering to us. We remem-
ber and confess our sinfulness, and celebrate God’s forgiveness and complete 
acceptance of us. We are fed from the Scriptures and Sacraments and are sent 
out to love and serve the Lord in the world.

Liturgy reminds us that worship is not only individual, but an action of a com-
munity. Proper liturgy deliberately evokes our corporate response, gives voice 
to our common celebration and lament, and engages us together in dialogue 
with our Creator and Savior. Mark Earey writes that liturgy “goes beyond the 
personal encounter with God (without denying it) to the corporate drama of 
being the people of God.”

Liturgy is the church at prayer, serving as a priestly people, interceding on be-
half of the whole church and world, and being sent out together on God’s mis-
sion. In all of this, liturgy draws us into the enacted story of salvation.

adapted from City Church Philadelphia

What is liturgy?
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Preparation
To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;
to all who mourn and long for comfort;
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need forgiveness;
to all who are strangers and want fellowship;
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;
to whoever will come – this church opens wide her doors
and welcomes you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gathering Song
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We sing as a way of engaging our voices, imaginations, words, and desires in the 
worship of God. We sing together,  to God and to each other, because of our calling 
to be a people joined together in Christ.

Call to Worship

Welcome
We’re glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please take a 
moment to fill out a “Connect Card”, available in a seat-back near 
you or online using this QR code. We would love the chance to con-
nect with you and help you know more about our community.

The Call to Worship and the Benediction are important traditions in the history of 
Christian worship.  As the start and close of the service, they make an important 
point to us about worship: God gets the first and last word.  

We understand the Call to Worship as God’s call to us.  If we are ever to have a 
relationship with God, it is God who must first initiate to us.  God alone can invite 
us and draw us in.  

Likewise, in the Benediction, it is only by God’s blessing (which is what a “benedic-
tion” is) and power are we able to go out into the world, to surrender our lives in 
daily worship, and to live out God’s mission.

Leader: I will sing of your strength,
              in the morning I will sing of your love;
              for you are my fortress,
              my refuge in times of trouble.
All:        You are my strength, I sing praise to you; 
              you, God, are my fortress,
              my God on whom I can rely.

Psalm 59:16-17
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Song of Praise
O For a Thousand Tongues

O for a thousand tongues to sing, my great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace!

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name.

Oh that I had a thousand tongues to sing Your praise,
My grateful heart would tell the stories of Your grace,
So with my life and every breath, I will worship You.

He breaks the power of canceled sin, he sets the prisoner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean; his blood availed for me.

Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, your loosened tongues employ;
Ye blind, behold your savior come, and leap, ye lame, for joy.

Jesus! the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease;
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears, ‘tis life, and health, and peace.

Charles Wesley (1739)
Chorus: Michael Van Patter (2011)
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Song of Lament
“Practicing” lament: A simple definition of Biblical lament is that is is a prayer of 
complaint to the Lord. On any particular Sunday you may not feel a personal need 
to lament. Perhaps you have had an encouraging week and arrive to worship full 
of joy and thanksgiving. That’s wonderful! There are still at least two very practi-
cal reasons to engage in this part of worship: First, remember that we are wor-
shipping as a community and there are others in the room (and in the broader 
family of believers) who are burdened this morning. You can lament with them. 
Second, there will be times in the future where you will find yourself in need of this 
language. We practice together so that we can access prayers of lament when 
those times come.

Father in heaven, we come to You today 
     admitting that we would be hopeless
          had You not sent Your Son into the world. 
We need You to come and rescue us,
     for we cannot rescue ourselves.
We need You to stoop to our level,
     for we could never attain Yours.
We need Your Son to have died, so that we might live.

So we come confessing our need for You. 
We confess that we have sought
     to be our own rescuers, our own saviors. 
We have tried very desperately
     to make our lives work without Your grace.
This has left us anxious, hardened and fearful.

We now run into Your arms, asking you to make us whole.
Receive us, we pray, for Jesus’ sake. 
It is in His name we pray…

** time for silent confession **

Confession of Sin
Why do we confess sin? Worship both draws us to God and reveals where we are 
distant from him. Throughout Scripture, when people see or experience God they 
are faced with the reality of their own brokenness and shame.  Likewise, we con-
fess our sin, as a community and individually. 
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We are not alone.The Bible teaches that Jesus understands what it is to be hu-
man. Because He was fully man, He is compassionate and merciful toward us in 
our sin and failures. But not only can He sympathize with us, Jesus (being fully 
God) also has set us free from the power of sin by his death and resurrection.

Words of Forgiveness

Psalm 28:6-9

Blessed be the LORD!
   For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.
The LORD is my strength and my shield;
   in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 
   my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him.
The LORD is the strength of his people; 
   he is the saving refuge of his anointed.
Oh, save your people and bless your heritage! 
   Be their shepherd and carry them forever.

Our Song in the Night

In the darkness, can You hear us?
When the night comes, are we alone?
Have You forgotten all of Your children?
When we remember You, we groan.
But our hearts cannot be silent…

O God, be our song in the night, when the light is gone.
God, be our hope, be our strength, be our sheltering place,
Our song in the night.

We are broken, are we forsaken?
Has Your love gone down with the sun?
And Your mercy, through our history,
Is it abandoned and done?

Your road, it led me down to the Red Sea;
The waters trembled and You made a way.
You raise Your arm and led me to dry land,
Lord, will You hear us when we say…

Michael Van Patter (2014)
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Baptism
Remember your own baptism. As we participate in today’s baptism with our vows 
and affirmation, allow it to be a time of recommitment to the Lord.

If you were baptized as an infant, think about how your baptism was a picture of 
your utter helplessness before God—how He found you, loved you, and clothed you 
with righteousness, even before you were able to choose and respond to Him.

If you were baptized as an older child or adult, think about how your baptism was 
a conscious public profession before people that you would follow Christ. Allow 
God’s covenant to be renewed in your life today.

Miles Scarbrough
     son of Molly and Cole

Barocha      
The Lord bless you and keep you,
the Lord make His face shine upon you
And give you peace, and give you peace,
And give you peace forever.

The Lord be gracious to You.
The Lord turn His face towards you,
And give you peace, and give you peace,
And give you peace forever.

Michael Card (1998)

The ”passing of the peace”:  As recipients of God’s grace, we gladly receive peace 
from Him. In response to His grace, we also extend that grace to one another 
with a handshake or a hug. Traditionally, Christians have greeted one another 
during this time in the service with the phrase, “May the peace of Christ be with 
you” and receive back the greeting “And also with you.”

Passing of the Peace
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Abide

For my waking breath, for my daily bread,
I depend on You, I depend on You.
For the sun to rise, for my sleep at night,
I depend on You, I depend on You.

You’re the way the truth and the life,
You’re the well that never runs dry,
I’m the branch and You are the vine,
Draw me close and teach me to abide.
Be my strength, my song in the night,
Be my all, my treasure my prize;
I am Yours, forever Your mine,
Draw me close and teach me to abide.

Song of Praise & Thanksgiving
Responding to grace: After being reminded of God’s lavish grace and love toward 
us, we respond by celebrating with singing.

If you are a guest, please feel no obligation to give. Giving is for the members and 
regular attenders who desire to give to God and His church so that we can be a 
blessing to Him and our community in even greater ways.  

Ways to give: You may drop a check or cash in the offering plate, 
give online at hopechapelgreensboro.org/give, or give through 
Venmo to @HopeChapel (note: contributions made through 
Venmo are not receipted for tax purposes).

Giving of Tithes & Offering
What’s the offering all about?  The offering is a way for Christians to support the 
mission and ministry of the church. Christians offer a sacrificial portion of their 
resources–time, talents, possessions–as an act of faith and gratitude in response 
to God’s grace. While many at Hope Chapel make their regular contributions 
through online giving and automated bill pay, offerings are a part of our worship 
service as an opportunity for the regular, proportionate and generous giving of the 
resources God has given us.     
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⁸ Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. ⁹ 
What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these 
things, and the God of peace will be with you.

What do we do during the Scripture Reading?  Because the Word of God is one of 
the chief means through which God has chosen to speak to us, it is a principle and 
direct way we “hear from God” in worship.  The public reading of Scripture, then, 
is a sacred act that deserves our full attention and focus.  Especially in our age, 
we must discipline ourselves to listen to readings for longer periods of time, for 
God’s Word is food for our soul.

Philippians 4:8-9 (ESV )                         p .922 IN CHURCH BIBLE                      

Scripture Reading

Erik Rome is Hope Chapel’s pastor of community & mission. This sermon is part 
of a series on the New Testament book of  Philippians. For past sermons, please 
visit our website.

Sermon
Preparing for Uncertainty

Where the Spirit leads as I’m following,
I depend on You, I depend on You.
For the victories still in front of me,
I depend on You, I depend on You.

When I pass through death, as I enter rest,
I depend on You, I depend on You.
For eternal life, to be raised with Christ,
I depend on You, I depend on You.

Aaron Keyes, Aaron Williams, Dee Wilson (2020)
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What Is Communion?  What we do during communion isn’t merely a symbolic act 
or a remembrance—it’s more than that. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 teaches us that we 
are actually communing with Christ Himself as we partake of the elements.  We 
mysteriously “participate in the body and blood” of Jesus.  As we take communion, 
let us remember that Christ is spiritually present in a special way for us in this 
sacrament.  Let’s enjoy the feast!

If you are not a follower of Jesus or are not prepared to share in the meal, please 
feel free to not participate and instead spend this time in prayer (“Prayers for Re-
flection” are included in this worship guide).  We hope this time is helpful to you as 
you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with his people, the church. 
PLEASE NOTE:  All bread is gluten-free.

Communion
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Communion Litany
Confession of Faith: Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried.
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day he rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven, 
     and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving

Minister: The Lord be with you. 
All:           And also with you.
Minister: Lift up your hearts! 
All:           We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:           It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Minister: It is right and good and a joyful thing, always and everywhere 
                 to give thanks to You, O Lord. Therefore with angels and 
                 archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we magnify
                 Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and singing...

Hosanna In the Highest                                                    

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might.
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory!
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna in the highest, 
and blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

Greg LaFollette (2018)

Words of Institution
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Prayer of Approach

Minister: Sanctify this bread and wine,
                 and use these elements to communicate to us
                 the mercy of your Son,
                 that we might be enabled to submit our lives to you.
All:           Grant that this sacrament would empower us
                  to die to ourselves, and live for your glory, 
                  now and forever, amen.

Minister: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of the faith:
All:           Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Minister: Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us.
All:           Therefore, let us keep the feast.

Preparation for the Table

The Feast

This Table Is Yours
Am I a stranger among my own,
Is this a place where I can be known?
What do I have to hide just to belong?
Is this my table? am I alone?

I see you, stranger, among your own;
No reputation, without a home.
Touching the leper, throwing no stones.
Come to my table; you're not alone.

This table is yours, this table is mine;
Christ breaks the bread and pours the wine.
So we lift the cup and we join the feast; God's holy mystery.

Jesus, he cried out while on the tree:
O god forgive them, they cannot see.
His love forsaken, his mercy meek,
Yet at this table, we know Christ's peace.
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Prayer after Communion

Minister: Brothers and sisters,
                 since the Lord has fed us at his Table,
                 let us praise God’s holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving!
                 Bless the Lord, O my soul;
All:           and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name!
Minister: Bless the Lord, O my soul,
All:           and forget not all God’s benefits,
Minister: who forgives all your iniquity,
All:         who heals all your diseases.
Minister: Who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all,
        and will also give us all things with him.
All:         Therefore we praise you, God,
          with our hearts and our voices, now and forevermore. Amen.

Mary in mourning went to the tomb,
Her heart was broken; the stone was too.
She saw an angel, claimed Jesus raised,
The body's gone now, don't be afraid.

Hallelujah! hallelujah!
With open hands and broken hearts,
Lord, we lift our prayers and we join the feast;
God's holy mystery.

Matt Maher, David Gungor, Paul Zach (2025)
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Sending Song

Prayer for Those Searching 
Lord Jesus, You claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what You claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who You are. 
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following You as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life You promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before 
believed, but through You, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared 
hope. I thank You for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that You have been raised from the 
dead, I turn from my sins and receive You as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in You the fulfillment of all my need, and may 
turn from every false satisfaction to feed on You, the true and living bread. En-
able me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully follow You in 
life. Amen.                                                       

Prayer for Renewal and Commitment
Lord Jesus, You have called us to follow You in baptism, to love God and neigh-
bor, and to a life of committed discipleship in your Church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with Your people, to pursue forgiveness, 
reconciliation, and peace, and to live in the fullness of Your Spirit. Amen.

Prayers for Reflection

In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song.
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love! What depths of peace!
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease.
My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save.
‘Till on that cross, as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied.
For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live.



Blessing & Sending

Community Life

Financial Update
Gifts can be placed in the offering 
plate on Sundays or mailed to:
     Hope Chapel
     908 N. Josephine Boyd St
     Greensboro, NC 27408

Given Last Week:                 $15,594
Required to date:               $41,993     
     (Jan. 1 - June 28)
Given to date:                     $487,687 
Over/[Under]                    [$54,305]
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What is the benediction? Benediction is a word with Latin origin (bene = “well,” 
and dicere = “to speak”); a benediction is a word which “speaks wellness/good-
ness” to us, therefore properly understood as a blessing.  The benediction in wor-
ship has ancient roots, going back to the worship of God’s people in the Temple. 
When we utilize the benediction in our worship, we connect ourselves with an an-
cient practice of God’s people and join with them together in worship of our one 
great God.

Minister: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
                 and the love of God, 
                 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:           Amen.

Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All:           Thanks be to God.

2 Corinthians 13:14

Online giving is available on our website:  www.hopechapelgreensboro.org/give
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There in the ground His body lay, light of the world by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious Day, up from the grave He rose again.
And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost it’s grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me.
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand.
‘Till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.

Keith Getty, Stuart Townend (2001)
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